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money; for I have seldom or never seen an instance 
of an attempt to limit expenditure, that has proved 
to be su ul. 1 almost despair of the success 
of any attempt to stay this spirit of extravagance; 
but it doea appear to nve, notwithstanding the re- 
marks of the Senator from Texas, that mail facili- 
ties are not so extensive as they ought to be in his 

riof the country—that the addition of clerks 
ere asked for will not carry a mail toa single 
city, town, OF village. Ido not think, sir, that 
the large number of clerks here asked for, is re- 
quired permanently. I will, therefore, move that 
the word ** emerrery ” precede the word “ clerks.”’ 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Iam prepared to vote for a 
bill providing for the increase of the number of 
clerks in the Post Office Department, but it seems 
tome to be unreasonable and unnecessary to add 
such a large number to those already in that office. 
if | recollect right, there are some forty odd clerks 
now in that department of the Post Office, and it is 
proposed to add some twenty or twenty-two more 
tothat number. The business of the department 
was kept up, under the last Administration, with 
the regular number of clerks; the same number of 
clerks that were employed when the post offices 


numbered ten thousand being employed when they | 
Ail you require || 

The Senator | 
from Texas is mistaken in supposing that this bill || 


amounted to seventeen thousand. 
js to have this force kept active. 


will add clerks to the Auditor’s office—it provides 
additional clerks to the Post Office Department. 


The Auditor’s office as I understand it, isa branch || 
of the Treasury Department, and in the appoint- || 
ment of clerks to that office they are nominated by | 


the Auditor and confirmed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. It will not relieve the Auditor’s office 


—notatall. It is but an addition of twenty-two | 
clerks to the Post Office Department proper, | 


doubling the number of clerks employed in that 
office at once, without any reason assigned for it, 
except the general statement that there are not 
enough. I think, therefore, that we had better 
authorize a corps of temporary clerks, in order to 
bring up the work, and then inquire as to the addi- 
pond number necessary to be permanently em- 
ployed. 

Mr. MANGUM. I am not disposed to make 
objection to a proposition of this kind without 
knowing whether the addition is really required or 
not; and I am glad to find that there is a gentleman 
who has taken the trouble to make the investiga- 
tion. The Post Office Department contains forty- 
five or forty-seven clerks; and it has stood upon 
that footing for the last twelve years. I believe I 


have had more intercourse with that department 


than any other, and the Senator from Texas is 


perfectly correct in his statement that the clerks in | 
that department perform a greater amount of labor, | 


for the pay that they receive, than the clerks in any 
other department. 
clerks, as Senators must know, is the most in- 
efficient and expensive mode of conducting the 


business of xny department. Men come in tem- 


porarily, and do as little labor as they possibly 
can, and perform it in the most inefficient manner, 
whereas those who are permanently employed 
become efficient and serviceable clerks. la 
Protest against the arguments and objections that 
areused by gentlemen on the otherside. It seems 
tome, and I say it with great deference, that they 
do great injustice to the gentleman who ia at the 
head of the Post Office Committee, who has taken 
the trouble to investigate the subject. 

Mr. DICKINSON I am notin favor of putting 
a number of additional clerks into this bili; but, 
asthe matter is under discussion, and as I have 

d occasion to pay some attention to it, | wish 
‘o make a remark or two. We shall have to vote 
these additional clerks. A great many of them, 
Perhaps all, have been employed during the recess; 
there is compensation asked, and the House of 


Presentatives has appropriated $11,972 82 for 
clerks emplo 


business of the office. I have no doubt, from all 


fe I can learn, that these clerks were necessary. 
ve received information upon the subject from 
who was formerly conn 
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: with the 


he employment of temporary | 
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‘| department—an efficient officer, and one who was 


| says that he has no doubt these clerks are neces- 
| sary. Ihave no doubt myself that many of them 
|} are made necessary by the large number of ap- 
i pointments and removals; but that is a matter be- 
|| tween the department and the public, not between 
| Congress and them. 
| Mr. MANGUM. There have been very few 
removals in that department. 
|| Mr. DICKINSON. I apprehend that there 


|| have been a good many; but that is a matter be- | 


'| tween the department and the public, and not be- 
| tween Congress and the department. And here 
| I repeat what I said before, that I intend to let 
| 


these departments take their course as regards the | 


| pyblic business, and as long as they keep within 
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open them. Much of the money which is trans- 


| removed by the present Administration—and he || mitted through the mail in this country, is trans- 


mitted by foreigners—by persons who arrive here 
from foreign countries, and who are to a certain 
extent itinerants. They have no fixed location, 
| and in a great many instances of letters of this 
character, where the person sending it has removed 
| from the place where the letter was originally 
mailed, the department is utterly unable, after the 
six months have expired, to find the individual, 
and the money remains here and goes into a fund, 
to be repaid whenever the owner shal! be found. 
| [ learn the fact that many casea of this descrip- 
| tion arise, and arise in consequence of the delay 


|| occasioned by the inability of the department 


| any kind of reasonable bounds, give them all the | 


| facilities they ask to enable them to carry on the 
| public business, and get along in their own way. 
1 I suppose myself that those clerks who were em- 
| ployed, were employed without the authority of 
| law—and additional clerks are employed every 
| year without the authority of law—beoause the 
| moment that a department finds that it cannot get 
along with the public business, it always has, and 
always will; anc if I was at the head of a depart- 
ment I would do it myself—employ extra clerks; 
but, as | was saying, 
‘| have employed these clerks with the greatest 
| judgment; they might, perhaps, have got along 
with less, although Lam not acquainted with the 
particulars; but I will let them have all they ask, 


| 

| 

| 

} 

| ! 

| them responsible, for it. 

'| the departments, when they find that they cannot 
get along with the current business, to employ 
clerks, and submit it to Congress, and it has been 


my voice against it. It is not strictly an abuse 
|| when kept within due limits. The increase of the 
§ public business may render it necessary for the 


|| heads of departments to adopt this course in or- | 
|| der to carry on the public business, and Congress || 


|| has been in the habit of sanctioning it and making 
|| the appropriations. 
|| ficiency bill gentlemen will find an appropriation 
|| of the sum of $11,972 82 for clerks employed in 
|| the Post Office Department for the current busi- 
ness during the past summer. 
department asks for these clerks to be continued. 
Ido not know the numbergbut this is the appro- 
priation; and I understand, from sources that are 
|| sufficient authority to me, that, on the whole, the 
'| course pursued by that department was a just and 
proper one, and therefore | shall vote to sanction 
it. I would have preferred that it should have 





|| stantly swallowing the camel. 


amendment offered by the Senator from Texas, I 


wish to state very briefly some facts which are 
within my knowledge, and which will influence || in the fiscal office. Now, I have but one more 
very much my vote. I have had occasion to visit || word to say, and that is, that when the present 


to transmit the communications to the post- 
office from which they were originally mailed. 
| Well, sir, I have another reason. I have con- 
| ferred with gentlemen who have been connected 
| with that department, and with persons who are 
| now connected with it, men in whom I have the 
| utmost confidence, men whom I have known long, 


| and who, if it would add any weight to their tes- 


do not suppose that they | 


On the sixth page of the de- | e 
‘| something more of the details. 
|| than the number named would answer the purpose, 
‘| I would prefer it; if nothing less than that namber 
The head of the | 


Mr. HAMLIN. As I am to vote upon the | formation he requires. nal ¢ : 
¢ wanted in the appointment office, eight in the in- 


|| promptly. 
|| thing in the suggestion which fell from the Senator 
'| from New York, that the necessity for these clerka 
usual for Congress to sanction it; and if Congress || 
sanctions an abuse of this sort, I shall never raise || 


|| bureaus. ; 
| the Senate the information | have received relative 
|| to one of the bureaus. 


i 
\| 
|| come in in the general appropriation bill; but it is creased number of clerks. 


a small matter to struggle over, and I, for one, | 
|| will never strain over the gnat when we are con- | 


| timony, | will add, are my political friends and 
| associates; and | have the utmost confidence in 
| what they have told me, as to the necessity of an 

additional number of clerks, because t know that 
| they understand the details of their business and 
are entitled to confidence from their moral worth, 
and from the knowledge which they possess in re- 
| lation to this matter. Now, sir, from these facts, 
which I have become possessed of, | come to the 


| conclusion that we owe it to ourselves and to the 
and hold them responsible, or let the public hold | 
It has been usual for || 


Government to give them an additional force, in 
order that they may discharge their duties more 
It may be, and I think there is, some- 


may have been in part caused by the change of 
officers. Of that] make no complaint; it is a mat- 
ter which they are to settle elsewhere than here; 
| but from the in to which I have alluded, and in 
which | have full confidence, [ shall vote to in- 
crease the force in that department. What “ 
be the necessity in other bureaus, I do not so weil 
know. I would have been very glad to have heard 
from the gentleman who offered the amendment, 
If anything tess 





| will answer the purpose, I shall vote for it; but let 
| us understand what are the wants of the different 
l have endeavored to communicate to 


1 have also stated what 
'|,information has been communicated to me by gen- 
tlemen competent to judge, and on these facts lam 
well satisfied that there is a necessity for an in- 
I should like to learn 
something relative to the other bureaus, and [ am 
| willing to vote al! that is necessary. : 

|| Mr. RUSK. I will give the gentleman the in- 
Six additional clerks are 


| spection office, six in the contract office, and two 


ed during the recess upon the current |, 


| 
| 
| the Post Office Department during the present ses- || number of forty-nine clerks was given to the de- 
sion, to make application to the dead-letter depart- || partment, there were ten thousand post offices; 
ment, and I have learned some facts there which || there are now seventeen thousand offices. The 
| convince me beyond all doubt that there is a neces- || additional labor thrown upon the department by 
1 sity for an additional force, and a necessity which || the postal arrangement with England and New 
| will command my vote. | think I am right in i Granada, and the additional postal arrangements 
| 
| 
i 
| 


' 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


saying that. I learn one fact in regard to letters || which are necessary and proper to be made, and 
returned there, with money or with valuable papers || which the interests of the country require should 
in them, belonging to persons who have mailed || be made, will increase the number to about twenty 
them, and which have not been received by the || thousand offices. Now, if forty-nine clerks were 
persons to whom they were addressed. I believe ||.necessary to conduct the business of ten thousand, 
'| it seems to me no very great extravagance in hav- 
|| ing twenty-two more clerks for the additional ten 
thousand 


these communications, before being returned to 
the persons to whom they belong, under the pre- 
sent arrangement and with the present force, are | . 
retained fully six monthé. Well now, sir, this is Mr. BRADBURY. Ihave an amendment to 
wrong. It is certainly wrong that the Department || propose to that offered by the Senator from Texas, 
here should detain funds in their hands belenging | which gives the precise number and employment 
to individuals for that length of time; and yet they || of the clerks; and specifies their pay; I propose, 
|| are compelled to retain them, for no other earthly || instead of this amendment of the Senator from 
|| reason that they have not got a force here to | Texas, to authorize the Postmaster Gencral to 





| 
| 
i} 
| 
} 
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ane oy such TT ath of $24,000 for the pay- | forte consists in my modest and just appreciation t these circumstances | am justified in sa 
is necessary. 


to appropri oul 1 3 » 
ment of them; appropriating precisely the identical | 
sum proposed by the Senator from Texas, but | 
leaving the responsibility upon the Postmaster | 
General to employ no more than are necessary. I | 
move to strike out ali after the word ‘‘ employ,” | 
and to insert ‘* such temporary clerks as may be 
necessary, and the sum of $24,000 for the payment 
thereof.”’ 

Mr. RUSK. I think it would be better to leave 
itns | have put it; the Postmaster General can 
distribute the offices as he thinks best; he is not 
confined to any particular salary. 

Now, sir, { know from my intercourse with 
the officers here, that there are some clerks re- 
ceiving $2,000 not doing half as much work as 
some who are receiving a salary of It is 
best to throw the whole matter into the hands of 
the Postmaster General, and leave him independ- 
ent, to arrange it in such a manner as he thinks 
wil! best promote the public interest. 

Mr. KING. I have no wish to detain the Sen- | 
ate much longer, but really the Senator from North | 
Carolina, [Mr. Mancum,] seems to come to the | 
conclusion in his own mind that we were discuss- | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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the purpose for which I rose. Why my very ! 


of my ignorance of the public service, and for that 
reason I speak very seldom. But the thing that | 
moved me was, to perceive the utter obtuseness of || 
certain gentlemen, in misunderstanding what ap- 
peared to me to be one of the clearest, most practi- 
cal, and business-like statements 1 have heard for 
some time. I mean that made by the Senator 


i 


| from Texas; and I did remark that I thought it the 


| 


easiest thing in the world to raise an objection to 

any proposition, whether you understand it or | 
not; feeling a perfect consciousness that I knew | 
nothing about the matter myself, but having per- | 
ception enough perfectly to understand the clear, |, 
business-like, appropriate, and sensible statement | 


___ April 14, 


cence 


— 


that under 
Ying that ir 


Phare right, 


i8 appropria. 





formerly in the department. 1 think 


Mr. PEARCE. I wish to set the 
by saying that s " do not make th 
tion now, we shall on the 30th of Jun 
on to supply a similar deficiency. {t ae 
a that the general appropriation bill or th 
bill for the Post Office Department, wil! pass . 
the 30th of June; and as there is a deficiency no y 
caused by the temporary employment of Kita 
necessary to do the writing required by the q : 
partment, so there will be a similar deficienc . 
the 30th of June. But I rise simply to 3 
reply to the Senator from Alabama, that we e 


| of the Senator from Texas, who had examined 
| the subject, and seems to understand it perfectly. 

I was struck by the force of his reasons and his 
| statement, and was only surprised that other gen- 
| tlemen did not understand it also. I repeat, sir, 
| that I speak more seldom than other members, 
| because I understand myself, and do not follow 
| the policy of some other gentlemen who occupya 
| good deal of time which might be much better em- 
| ployed otherwise. 





ing a subject which we knew nothing about, and | 
I listened to him with some attention, hoping that | 
he was about to give us some information, but | 
unfortunately he concluded without giving us any | 
information as to the necessity of these additional | 
clerks. Now, I wish it to be distinctly understood || 
that lam myself in favor of making any appro- || 
priation that may be necessary, so as to enable the || 
departments to proceed with the public business | 
properly. If the idea was entertained, because I | 
suggested the propriety of changing the mode, that || 
1 was opposed to giving the necessary aid to this || 
department, or to any other, to enable them prop- || 
erly to carry on the business of the country, I was || 
entirely misunderstood. All that I wished was || 
this: hot. as we had no particular information 
that could enable us to judge for ourselves how 
many permanent clerks were needed, it would be || 
best to give the Postmaster General authority to | 
select as many persons competent to do the work 
as he thought necessary to fill the deficiency, until 
Congress should take the matter up in regular 
order, and determine in regard to the number of 
permanent clerks to be employed in each of the 
departments. 
The number, I suppose, will have to be in- || 
creased. There is an appropriation in this bill for 
clerks in the office of the Secretary of the Interior; 
those clerks were employed without the authority || 
of law, but they were perhaps necessary, and I 
will not myself oppose giving any aid to the Gov- 
ernment to enable them to carry on the public | 
business, and to carry it on successfully, by giving | 
them all the labor necessary; and, even if they go | 
a little beyond the law when necessary for the | 








Mr. HUNTER. 
tor from Texas that there is already an appropria- 
tion for all the deficiencies for which the’Postmas- 
| ter General has made application for appropria- 
| tions. Sv far as the deficienc 





bill is concerned, 


I rise to suggest to the Sena- || 


not been left without specific information on th 
} subject. If gentlemen will take the trouble - 
| look at the report of the Postmaster Genera] es 
| the accompanying documents, they will find ample 


| details and comparisons; the Postmaster Genera} 
| has stated in general terms: 
‘¢In 1837 the number of post offices was 11,757. 
164—4}7 having been established since June an _ 
Number of dead letters in 1837, 900,000. Now 2.100.099 
Number of quarterly returns in 1837, 48,000. Now 73,000, 
Number of mail contractors in 1837, 1,682. Now 4,19). 
| Length of routes in 1837, 141,242 miles. Now 167,705, 
1 054008 mail transportation in 1837, 32,597,006 miles, Now 
‘| ‘Phe number of communications now received in the de. 
|| partment is 370,000 annually. P 


j Now the Auditor of the Post Office has syb. 








| 
| 
| 37 
! 
| 





| 


all that he asked | 


_mitted a report accompanying the Postmaster 


we have already appropriate 
for. I would suggest to him that a general ap- 
propriation woud 

appropriation bill,and he would by that means 
leave us time to examine into the subject. It is 
possible, nay probable that we shall concur with 
him, and { submit that it would be better to post- 
= this motion until the general appropriation 
ill comes up for consideration. The ap 


tion already made in this deficiency bill, is, 1 


| understand, all that he has asked for, and all that | 


is necessary to enable him to pay the additional 
temporary clerks that he has found it necessary 
to emplo 

Mr. R 
stated the reasons why I brought this matter for- 
ward at this time. The deficiency ap 
which the gentleman from Virginia iMr. Houn- 
TER] alludes to, is for work and labor which has 
been already performed. 

A Senator. Ohno. Up to the 30th of June. 

Mr. RUSK. That appropriation is for work 
already performed. 


Mr. HUNTER. No. This is the estimate of 


| the expense of these clerks up to the 30th of June 


next. 

Mr. RUSK. The reason why I brought it for- 
ward | have already stated. 1 will state it again. 
It is, that there is no teling when, if ever, we shall 
be able to get at the appropriation bill; but it is 





public business, [ shall not myself very strongly | 
object to it; though I would much rather in general {| 
that our public officers should keep within the || 
law, and not go beyond it, for fear inconvenience || 
should result. What I desire is, that you should || 
appropriate the precise amount. It would subject || 
the Postmaster General to temptation if he could |) 
analog fifty clerks, some of whom, as the Senator || 
from ‘Texas says, receiving $900 would do more |, 
work than others receiving $2,000. 1 believe this |! 
to be the case; there can be no doubt aboutit. He || 
can employ a greater number of clerks by the || 
amendment, and do the work much more rapidly |, 


by employing clerks at $900; and it is his interest || 


as a public officer, the interest of his department, | 
to employ as many as he can. His object, for the | 
sake of his own reputation as a public officer, is to | 
get the work done as speedily as possible, and 

leave nothing undone or behindhand. I would | 
greatly prefer for the present that a precise sum | 
should be appropriated, leaving it to the Postmaster | 
General to apportion as he thinks best. I feel | 
confident that he will use it properly. 
a very able man, from the intercourse IT have had - 


with him, and I should be willing to give him | 


whatever may be necessary to carry on the busi- | 
ness of his department. 
Mr, RUSK. I have but one word to say. 
Mr. MANGUM. I trust the Senator will suffer 
me to say a few words. 
Mr. RUSK yielded the floor. 
Mr. MANGUM. 


| 


I think him || 


L desire to inform the Sena- |! for I 
tor from Alabama that he entirely misconceived i 


absolutely necessary that this matter should be 
settled now, because there are postal arrangements 
pending with other countries,as I have already 


stated, which I have been informed by the honor- || 


able Secretary of State and the Postmaster Gener- 
al cannot be entered into till they know whether 
they can have labor in the office sufficientto perform 
the duties that would be devolved on them. Well, 
sir, although this appropriation goes as far as the 

Oth June, no difficulty can arise from it, because if 
the Postmaster General gets permanent clerks suffi- 
cient to discharge the duties of the office, of course 
he will not need to use the additional appropriaion 


we should not go from hand to mouth; provide 


for 2 month to come, and then leave the business | 


of the country to be neglected. Itis better far that 
it should be placed upon a proper and permanent 
footing at once. I regretthat I have not been able 
to convince my friend from Alabama [Mr. Kine] 
that these things are absolutely necessary. I have 
| said that we have the statement of the Postmaster 
General himself that these clerks are necessary; 
| that we have the statement of the Assistant Post- 
master General; and my own opinion is—and 
having devoted some labor to the subject 1 havea 


|| little pride of opinion—that they are absolutely 


necessary. [am certified in that opinion by the 
head of the department, by the assistant, whom 
I know to be a very valuable and useful officer, 
, and by those who have served in the department; 
erive a considerable portion of my informa- 
tion from a member of the other House who was 


come better in the general | 


—, 


Usk. I thought I had very distinctly || 


ropriation, | 


of $10,000; and in matters of this sort it is better || 


General’s report. I understood the Senator from 
| Maine, (Mr. Brapsury,] who spoke first, to sq 
that this auditor had left his department with jj 
| arrears brought up, and that there was no neces- 
'| sity for an increase of clerks in that office. 
a Mr. BRADBURY. | said scarcely any. I be. 
| lieve there ought to be a small number of clerks 
added. 
| Mr. PEARCE. Here is his report, in which 
| he says, speaking of the clerks in his office: 
“ Their number is not greater now than it was in |94). 
|| In the eight years that have iutervened, the business of 
every kind has greatly increased, and notwithstanding ex- 
| pedients to lighten and facilitate their labors, it had at the 
| close of the year attained the full measure of their utmost 


\ capacity and exertion. Of course an immediate augmenta- 
| tion of the force is indispensable.’’ 

T understand that a communication from the 
present head of that bureau has been addressed to 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
| Means in the other House, in which this fact is 
_ again stated ; thiscommunication was not, however, 
|| before the Finance Committee. 
| I find in the report of the First Assistant Post- 
| master General, that he estimates specifically for 
| an increased number of clerks; he says, for ex- 
ample: 

** Long since the assignment of the present number of 
clerks to the office under charge of the undersigned, (the 
| contract bureau,) our mail arrangements have been largely 

extended by the annexation of Texas, the opening of the 

new Territory of Minnesota, and the occupation of Califor- 
|| nia and Oregon, and its correspondence is much increased 
| by the foreign mails. In reference to these matters it would 
| be proper to employ two clerks.” 


Well, then, he says that— 


“ The foreign mail service has cast a new duty on the 
dead-letter office. Not the valuable letters only, but every 
unpaid letter coming to us through the British and German 
mails, that is sent to the dead-letter office, must be returned 
with a claim for eredit of the foreign share of the postage, 
and charged against our department. Otherwise a loss is 
sustained. T'wo new clerks, familiar with the continental 
languages of Europe, at least the French and German, 
should be provided for this duty, and probably one or two 
others.” 

“ The demand for more clerks is greater in the inspection 
office, where the want of the requisite force must be most 
apparent to the Postmaster General.’’ 


. And then he says in another place— 


‘*T am satisfied that within several years past the clerks 
in that office have been too few, by the number of two, to 
perform the duties contemplated hy the act of 1836, and I 
|, am convinced that, in view of the present state of things, at 
|| least five additional clerks, nearly double the present force, 
| will be needed in that office.” 


|| There is an increase of eleven specified in the 








i 
| 


| 
| 


|| report which I have read. I understand that a 
|| very considerable increase is required in the Audit- 
| or’s office, which is a branch of the Post Office 
| Department, notwithstanding that the Auditor re- 
| fers his accounts for settlement to the Treasury 
| Department, in order to make him independent of 
the Post Office Department. In every other re- 
spect he is the same. 
Mr. BRADBURY. I did not exactly hear the 
honorable Senator from Maryland. Did 1 under- 
stand that the honorable Senator stated what num- 
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mended in the report of the Postmaster General ? 

Mr. PEARCE. The Postmaster General has 
got stated the precise number. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Did not the honorable Sen- 
ator speak of eleven additional clerks being recom- 
mended in the report of the Postmaster General ? 

Mr. PEARCE. I spoke of eleven being recom- 
mended in the report of the First Assistant Post- 
master General. ; 

Mr. BRADBURY. Do I understand that this 
addition of twenty-two clerks will be any addi- 
tion to the number of clerks in the office of the 
sixth Auditor, who audits the Post Office ac- 

nts? 

Mr. PEARCE. It is my opinion that it will. 
The Sixth Auditor’s office is part of the General 
Post Office. He is an officer of that department, 
because he audits and controls its accounts. And 
he is an officer of the Treasury Department in no 
other wise than that he has charge of the finances 
of the Post Office Department. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I do not understand that 
this amendment will give any additional clerks to 
the ofice of the Sixth Auditor. [ am informed 
that this amendment, with the construction that is 
likely to be given to it, will not give any addi- 
tional clerks to the office of the Sixth Auditor, be- 
cause that office is part of the Treasury Depart- 


ent. 

"ie SHIELDS. Mr. President, I wish to state, 
that so far as my Opinion goes, if you wish to con- 
sult economy, you will not appropriate a gross 
sum for the employment of temporary labor, but 
make an appropriation designating the clerks and 
their salaries. If you appropriate a gross sum for 
the employment of temporary labor, you will have 
to appropriate about double the amount that is ne- 
cessary to perform that labor. 

The question being taken on the amendment to 
the amendment, it was lost. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Texas, [Mr. Rusx.] 

Mr. DICKINSON. I shall feel compelled to vote 
against that amendment, because I cannot vote for 
such things in a deficiency bill. 

Mr. CASS. I desire to inquire whether this 
bill contains enough to last till the 30th of June? 

Mr. DICKINSON. It does. 

Mr. CASS. If | understand it, this deficiency 
bill contains the amount which the Postmaster 
General supposes will be necessary to the 30th of 
June. If we are to provide a permanent appro- 
priation, and if we are now to enter into a discus- 
sion of the appropriation bill, on account of what 
may be the state of things hereafter in this depart- 
ment, why not go into the discussion of the whole 
bill, in relation to every department ? 

Mr. RUSK. I have stated, three different times, 
important reasons for this appropriation. Several 
Governments are waiting, having made proposi- 
tions here to enter into important postal arrange- 
ments with this country, that cannot be gone into 
until there has been some action on the part of 
Congress on this appropriation bill, furnishing the 
necessary means. ‘There is an additional reason, 
which is, the mail service for California. I havea 
bill which I intend to call up at an early day, on this 
subject, calling for additional help here. It is ina 
wretched condition, and if for that reason this ap- 
propriation would be well at the end of the ses- 
sion, would it not be better now? Another reason 
is this: that for upwards of a month, an immense 
amount of business, more than at any other sea- 
son of the year, devolves upon the department, on 
account of the contracts; and some of them will 
have to be delayed, if we delay this bill; perhaps 
some of them will be delayed for a month. 

Mr. CASS. J have no doubt that an additional 
appropriation is necessary, and I am prepared to 
vote for it; but I doubt whether it is necessary to 
make any appropriation for the time after the thir- 
tieth of Junes 

The question being taken, and the yeas and nays 
being ordered, they resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, B t, Baldwin, Bell, Clarke 
Clay, Cooper, Davis of Steemeten Dayton, Dodge of 
lowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Downs, Foote, Greene, Hale, 
Hamlin, Jones, Mangum,’ Miller, Morton, Pearce, Phelps, 


Rusk, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Under- 
wood, and Wales—30.” : , 

_NAYS—Messrs. Bradbury, Bright, Chase, Davis of Mis- 
Sissippi, Dickinson, Douglas; Felch, Hunter, King, Norris, 
Sebastian, Turney, Walker, and Yulee—14. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
























which I was instructed by the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings to present: 


dent’s House and the grounds attached to the Navy Depart- 
eo and between it and the Washington Canal, || 
000. 


ence to the appropriation just sed. 
stand the bill whieh ‘ang 


for temporary clerkships; but what amount has | 
been expended for past service I do not know. | 
Upon reflection, | suppose, if the appropriation | 
was too large, the whole of it would not be used | 
by the Postmaster General. 
jection to this $11,900 being stricken out, but it | 
may be that a considerable portion of the labor | 
for which this appropriation was made may have | 
been performed. 


tor from Kentuck 
modified to suit him by the addition of the words 
‘‘or so much thereof as is necessary.’? When the 
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Mr. HUNTER. I rise to offer an amendment, 


} 
| 





‘For the improvement of the grounds about the Presi- i| 


Mr.CLAY. I rise to make an inquiry in refer- | 
I under- 


we are acting upon appropri- 


| 
ates about $12,000 for the temporary employment || 
of clerks now in the actual employment of the | 
Post Office Department. The appropriation which || 
we andes made is for twenty-two clerks to be || 
employe 
Now, ought you not to strike out this $12,000— 
or, as I believe it is, $11,900—otherwise you will 
be making a double appropriation, in part at | 


least, for the same object? | one other amendment proposed by the commit- 


in addition to those already employed. 


| 
| 


Mr. RUSK. The appropriation of $11,900 is || 


| 
I would have no ob- || 


Mr. CLAY. If not wholly stricken out, it 


remtoge be, so far as the past labor has been paid 
or. 
is apportioned from now to the 30th of June—say 
one-sixth, one-fifth, one-fourth, or one-third. 


There ought to be so much stricken out as | 


Mr. PEARCE. 


I would suggest to the Sena- | 
that this amendment may be 


bill is reported back to the Senate, | shall move to | 
add these words. 

Mr. HUNTER. The amendment I have of- 
fered relates to an appropriation made for the im- 
provement of the grounds south of the President’s | 
house, by planting trees, and by such filling up of | 
the low grounds about the canal as to conduce to 
the health of the city. 

Mr. DICKINSON. This is not strictly appli- | 
cable to the deficiency bill. There is certainly a 
strong argument in favor of this appropriation, on 
account of the benefit it may be to the health of | 
the city; but I cannot vote for it myself, because I 
think it is not strictly applicable to an appropria- | 
tion bill. | 

Mr. HALE. I wish to ask the chairman of the | 
Committee on Public Buildings how much we ap- | 
propriated last year for the improvement of the 
public grounds near the President’s house, and | 
what was done with it? 

Mr. HUNTER. [am notable to inform the | 
Senator from New Hampshire what the amount || 
appropriated last year was. 

Mr. HALE. believe it was something like 
$30,000 that was appropriated last session. 

Mr. HUNTER. I believe not, sir; probably | 
not half that sum. 

The question was then taken on the amendment | 
of Mr. Hunter, and it was agreed to. i| 

Mr. HUNTER. Iam also instructed by the | 
Committee on Public Buildings to offer the follow- 
ing amendment: 

“ For continuing the improvements of the public grounds | 
west of Seventh street, designated as the Mall, $5,000,” 

Mr. BADGER. I presume that was the amend- | 
ment to which my friend alluded as the one to | 
which my amendment would be pertinent. I de- | 
sire, therefore, to move mine as an amendment | 
to his. I beg leave to state that I am extremely || 
happy to\ have the opportunity of proposing | 
an amendment that wil meet with the general.) 
acceptance of the Senate. It is free from every ob- || 
jection that has been urged to any amendment || 
offered to-day. In the first place, it is for a small || 
sum; in the next place, it contemplates the erec- 
tion of no green-house; in the third place, it is fer | 
the adornment and beautifying of the public 1 
grounds, so that it must meet the acceptance of the | 
gentleman from New York; and, in the fourth | 

lace, it is highly important to promote the public | 

ealth of the cit erga. tag existing nuisance, 
the existance of which nobody k@pws better than | 

ourself, Mr. President, [Mr Arcutson.] would 
toes reserved this amendment for the general appro- 
priation bill, butevery 


ntleman knows that it will | 


not come up until late in the session; consequently | 
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all the inconveniences of this nuisance will be in- 
curred before it is possible to bring that bill before 
the Senate. I will add, also, that it is a measure of 
an extremely healing character, and as such will 
be as much calculated to strengthen the existing 
bonds of the Union as anything else that has been 
proposed to-day. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 


“ For enclosing with a substantial wooden fence, grading, 


and Ley with trees, the ground on the canal, between 
Third and Sixth streets, $2,500.” 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The question then recurred on the amendment 
as amended, and it was adopted. 
Mr. CASS. I move that the appropriation for 


| the mission to Austria be striken out. 


Mr. DICKINSON. Will the Senator with- 
draw that amendment for a moment, while I offer 


tee? 

Mr. CASS. Certain! 

Mr. DICKINSON. 
offer is this: 

“ For contingent expenses of the office of the First Au- 
ditor of the Treasury $035.** 

I understand this is all he asks, and that this 
is necessary for the contingent expenses of the 
office; and when one of the public officers asks for 
so small a sum, I think it ought to be granted to 
him. 

The motion to amend was agreed to. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I propose to insert the 
following item: 

* For contingent expenses of the Territory of Minnesota 
$650.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Since the bill came to us 
from the House, the Committee on Finance have 


The amendment I have to 


| been informed by the Treasury Department that 
| there is a deficiency in the payment of the salaries 


of the governor, the judges, and the secretary of 
that Territory. The appropriation was made for 
one year, and they have been appointed one year 
and some months, and this appropriation will 
bring us to the end of the present fiscal year. I 
propose to add, therefore— 

And for deficiencies in appropriations for the salaries of 


the governor, three judges, and secretary of the Territory 
of Minnesota for the present fiscal year, $3,209 67.” 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Mr. President, | wish 
to offer an amendment to the. amendment of the 
Senator from New York, as follows: 


“ For deficiency in the last appropriation defraying the 
expenses of the government of the Territory, nine thou- 


| sand six hundred and forty-five dollars and sixteen cents, 


(89,645 16,) the accounts for which shall be forthwith aud- 
ited and settled by the proper accounting officer of the 
Treasury.’ 

I would state, Mr. President, that since the 
passage of the deficiency bill in the House of 
Representatives, the Delegate from the Territory 
of Minnesota received a communication from the 
secretary of that Territory, stating that there was 
a deficiency to that amount, but it was received 
too late to be the basis of any action in the House. 
Because it did not come in a more official form, 
the chairman of the Committee on Finance did 
not offer the amendment. 

We have made but one appropriation for this 
Territory heretofore, and that was to the amount 
of $13,700. That appropriation was made on the 
last night of the last session of Congress, upon 
the motion of the Senator from Wisconsin. That 
amount would not be sufficient for the annual 


| expenses of the government of the Territory; and 


besides, this year was the first session of the ter- 
ritorial legislature. The appropriation made last 
year, the first year of the Territory of Minnesota, 
was the same as that which had been made to 


| lowa and Wisconsin the last year of their terri- 


torial governments. me h 
[ hope, sir, there will be no opposition to this 
amendment, for we have the certificates of the se- 


|| cretary of the Territory and of Governor Ramsey 


that it is necessary. 

Mr. DICKINSON. This estimate consists en- 
tirely—at any rate, a very large portion of it—for 
printing the communications of the secretary of 
the Territory of Minnesota. There was, I believe, 


| a note of the Delegate from that Territory sent 10 


the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, and he returned it 


| without consideration. It has been again returned 
/to the Secretary of the Treasury by the Senator 


from fowa, and the Secretary of the Treasury is 
still disinclined to take the responsibility of making 





Te iiocensnsiiilil 


these appropriations, but recommends that the ap- 
propriations should be made in the form proposed 
by the Senator from lowa, as named in his amend- 
raent—that is, that the appropriation should be 
made, reserving to the department the right to 
audit and to pay only such amount as may be 





allowed according to law. There is no great harm | 


inthe amendment. Yet I must confess that I do 
not like such a mode of legislation. I would 
rather it came in a more responsible form; and for 


that reason | did not like to suggest the amend- | 


ment. If my frieid from lowa thinks it is neces- 
sary, and wil! be useful, | have no objection. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa., 
that thia is the best and most legitimate claim that 
has been made upon the Government. It is for 
work done, for labor already performed. That 
being the case, | hope we shall not fail to make 
this appropriation for the payment of these salaries. 


the Secretary of the Treasury will disallow it; but 
I-have no idea any such claim will be made. 
Mr. FOOTE. I opposed this amendmenta few 


days ago, and should do so again had it not been | 


There is no question | 
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attached to this bill. It comes from a responsible 
committee, who understand their duty better than 
I do for them. I cannot object to the item as 
such, but I rise for the purpose of desiring my 
friend from Maryland to strike out that part of the 


bill which seems to me to be entirely illusory; that | 


is, the words, ‘‘ or so much thereof as may be 
necessary.”” We all know the effect which will 
result from retaining that. 

Mr. CLARKE. It was supposed that the ap- 
propriation made last year would be amply suf- 
ficient to repair Indiana avenue. Some conversa- 
tion took place in the committee with regard to it, 
and the committee considered that it would be 


|| best to examine and see what was necessary, and 
| what had already been done, before any such ap- 


| propriation was made. 
| think this appropriation is absolutely necessary. | 


_If the appropriation is made, I agree with the 
If any cleim is made that should not be allowed, || 


for the satisfactory explanation of my friend from |! 


lowa. On bearing that explanation, | think there 
can be no doubt the claim is just. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to, and the amendment us amended was adopted. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The committee have an- 
other amendment to offer, which is in the appro- 
priation for the erection of a custom-house at East- 
port, in Maine. 
** eight,’’ and insert the word ‘thirteen’ instead 


I move to strike out the word | 


| it and present it. 


| is satisfied as to the propriety of this appropria- | 


|| more as is necessary,’’ which will not only em-. 


thereof, so that the item will stand: ‘* To com- || 


‘ plete the erection of a custom-house at Eastport, 
‘ Maine, and for compensation of architect, for 
‘the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1850, 
* $13,780.”’ 


‘for his services, for the fiscal year ending the 30th | 
The rea- | 


‘June, A. D. 1850, the sum of $5,000.”’ 


And also to strike out the subsequent || 
item, * To supply the deficiency in the appropria- | 
tions for the completion of the custom-house at | 
* Eastport, Maine, and to compensate the architect || 


i} 


‘on is this: In the House of Representatives the || 


estimate for $8,780 to complete the erection of the | 


custom-house at Eastport, Maine, and for the com- 
pensation of the architect, was proposed. 
that was adopted, and before the bill was com- 
pleted, a further amendment was made, recom- 
mending a further appropriation of $5,000. But, 


late to offer it as an amendment to the first item of 


After | 


|| some estimate of the probable cost of this work, | 


appropriation, and it was offered in the last item. || 


There are, therefore, two items for the same pur- || 
I therefore propose te amend it | 
vy striking out and changing the amount of the | 

| 


se in the bill. 


remaining item to the sum of $13,780. 
The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. PEARCE. I desire to submit an amend- 


ment which the chairman of the Committee for | 
the District of Columbia—the Senator from Vir- | 


ginia, now absent—desired should be made: 


«For improving Indiana avenue, from the City Hall to | 


the Capitol, 27,000, or so much thereof as may be neces- 
sary, to be expended under the control of the Commissioner 
of Public Buildings.” . 
Three years ago an appropriation for this pur- 
pose was made without accomplishing it, The 
grading of the street was not completed, and the 
amendment is to appropriate such a sum as will 
complete it; and the necessity for it is as follows: 
The railroad company are about to remove their 
depot to the station house; and if this amendment 
is not passed the grading of Indiana avenue can- 


not be finished, and there will be no access to it at || pot can be reached from it. 


all. The object of the amendment, therefore, is 

o made an insufficient appropriation. 

Mr. MANGUM, ~ Will the Senate allow me to 
state an additional fact? The locality is known 
to every gentleman present. There will be no 
access to the railroad depdt except one by no 
means convenient. The Corporation design to 
open two other streets, which will have access to 
the Post Office Department and the Patent Office, 
but they cannot accomplish it in time to have it in 
operation this year. They may do it in the fall, 

his, if gentlemen will observe, has been com- 
pleted, or nearly so; and with this additional ap- 
propriation, it will not only extend itself to the 


| ceed to action on this appropriation, 
under the stringent rules of that House, it was too || 


honorable Senator from New York that the por- | 


tion he has named should be stricken out. 

Mr. HUNTER. This came from the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, and my col- 
league, who was chairman of the committee, re- 
quested the Senator from Maryland to attend to 


mittee. 

Mr. CLARKE. If the Senator from Virginia 
tion, I have no objection, 

Mr. BADGER. Let the words stand as they 


are, only strike out the word ** thereof,’’ and insert | 


the word ** more,’’ so that it may read, ‘tas much 


brace ail that may now be thought proper, but all | 


that may be necessary hereafter. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, 
order. 
Mr. KING. I heve listened with great atten- 
tion to the remarks of the honorable Senator from 


{ Laughter. ] 
This is out of 


North Carolina, [Mr. Bapcer,] and I think there | 


is great propriety in his suggestion. I take it for 
granted that all the money will be expended that 
may be appropriated, and as much more as they 
can induce Congress to give them, 


graded and put in order. I hope we shall have 
something more specifically given, before we pro- 
_Lam willing 
to sanction all necessary appropriations; but we 


| certainly ought first to see that these appropria- 
tions are both necessary and useful before we vote | 


for them. The appropriations that have already 
been made, if we were to see the deficiencies that 
may occur, and the amount of estimated expendi- 


| ture, | think will exceed anything that has ever 


|| ceipts be great or small, it is exceedingly question- , 
| able whether they will meet the expenditure. 


| nue except by the way of the Washington house. | 
I have said there are but two other streets designed | 


# 


1 


| 


i 
1 
1 

| 


f || derstand. 
to complete that. for which Congress three years | 


it 


; 


| 
| 
| 


} 
} 
} 


| 


depot, but it will be brought through to the Capitol. | 


taken place before; and, whether the treasury re- 


Mr. FOOTE. Do I understand that the honor- 
able Senator from North Carolina has examined 
this matter, and is perfectly satisfied ? 

Mr. MANGUM. I have. [ have looked into 
the matter. There is no point from which you 
can reach Pennsylvania avenue from Indiana ave- 


connect the Post Office and Patent Office with 
is proposed depét. They cannot be opened this 
year by the city authorities, and unless this appro- 
priation be made in this bill, there will not be time 
enough to have the work done this season, so as 


| to have the street in such a condition that the de- | 
That is what J un- | 


I will only repeat what the Senator 
from Maryland has said, that this question, and 


| all this matter, has to be examined by the Com- 


mittee on the District of Columbia. 


man, and the Senator from Maryland has offered it. 

Mr. BORLAND. 
reason given for this appropriation is a very 
strong one, and involves the necessity that we 
should follow the railroad company to their depdt. 

Mr. MANG 
kansas allow mé to make a correction? 


Mr. BORLAND. Certainly. 





For myself, | hardly | 


It was never before our com- | 


Now, sir, we | 
are told that we cannot get to the depét unless we | 
make this appropriation, and until this avenue is | 


! 
' 
+} 
| 
} 
| 
' 
} 
| 


Under the | 
direction of that committee the chairman made this | 
proposition to amend. Being called away from | 
the city at the present time, it was left in the hands | 
of his colleague to have offered by some gentle- | 


It seems to me that the | 


Will the Senator from Ar- | 


a 


April 16, 


by the Committee on the District of 


Colu mbia, 


'| The honorable Senator from Virginia, who j 
|| absent from the city, upon his own reaponeitan” 
|| being thoroughly satisfied of its im . 


| termined to offer this amendment. eerrande ep 
| Mr. BORLAND. I am disposed to be ye 
|| liberal in appropriations of money in the Diste;. 
|| of Columbia, or in Washington city, ‘This a 
] small matter, it is true, but one that [ cannot feel 
|| disposed to grant now. It is proposed, as > 
| seems, to follow the railroad depét wherever the 
| directors may choose to carry it. I suppose if 
| they choose to establish their depét half-way’ to 
|| Baltimore, gentlemen would say there was some 
|| propriety in making a road for the passengers t, 
|| reach the cars. { have no idea that the railroad 
company will put their depdt where passengers 
cannot easily reach it. It is a thing not likely to 
be done. Railroad corporations are as much alive 
to their own interests as others, and I do not think 
this is a proper thing for Congress to do—to make 
|| a highway or road to get to a depot. 

| Mr.HALE. Itis hardly possible to get through 
| with this bill to-night; and I move that we now 
| adjourn. . 

The motion was agreed to, and 

The Senate adjourned, 


ee 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuespay, -dpril 16, 1850. 

The SPEAKER called the House to order at 
twelve o’clock. 

One of the assistants of the late Clerk of the 
House, Mr. J. C. Walker, proceeded to read the 
‘| Journal of yesterday. 

Mr. HALL interposed, and said that he had 
risen to inquire by what authority any person pre- 
| pared the Journal here; and under what authority 
| the individual now at the desk was reading the 
Journal? The House had had a Doorkeeper, and 
a Postinaster foisted upon it, and he, for one, was 
not willing that a Clerk should be put upon the 
House in the same way. He objected to the 
Journal being read until the House had authorized 
some individual to read it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
House that the Journal has been prepared, as 
usual, under the direction of the Speaker. The 
individual at the desk, who was reading the Jour- 
nal, was one of the subordinate officers of the 
late Clerk of the House of Representatives. The 
| position occupied by these officers previous to the 
death of the Clerk are still, in the judgment of the 
Chair, occupied by them. They are not author- 
| ized, however, to discharge the duties of Clerk. 
| In the opinion of the Chair, until a-Clerk shall 
‘| have been elected, the House is not organized, 
| and no business can be transacted until an election 
‘| shall have taken place. But this state of things 
‘| does not prevent the preparation or the reading of 
| the Journal. The Journal has been regularly read _ 
|| even before the election of Speaker in the origival 
|| organization of the House, and the Chair is not 
1 able to perceive any objection against the reading. 
|| Mr. HALL said he wished to remark that he 
|| considered the present state of things very differ- 
‘| ent from that which existed when the House was 
organized. Under the rule of the House, the 
Clerk of each Congress held over until his suc- 
cessor was elected. If the gentleman, who read 
the Journal, did so merely at the discretion of the 
House, and not as Clerk, he (Mr. H.) had no 
objection to it. But he understood that that gen- 
tleman was acting as Clerk. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has stated that 
no person is authorized to discharge the duties of 
Clerk. 

The Journal was then read and approved. 

CLERK OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Hlinois, rose and moved that 

the House do now proceed to the election of a 


Clerk. 
|| Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved to amend 
| the motion by adding after the word “ Clerk,’ 
the words, ** and Doorkeeper.”” , 
‘| The SPEAKER. In the opinion of the Chair 
|| the amendment is not in order. ; 

‘| Mr, BROWN. Then | offer this resolution. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


|| Resolved, ‘That the order heretofore by the House, 
ning the election of Doorkeeper, be and the same !s 
rescinded; and that the House of Representative? 





Mr. MANGUM. I had misconceived the fact 


i d at once to the election of Clerk and Buorkeeper 
when I stated that this amendment was suggested for the 3is 


r. DICKINSON. This belongs to a Te 
for the 3lat Congress. 


of appropriations which I desire should not be 











1850. 
———— Eee 
The resolution having been read— | 
The SPEAKER said: In the opinion of the || 
Chair, no resolution, no business is in order until || 
a Clerk shall have been elected, and the House || 
can take action upon no subject whatever until || 
the election of a Clerk—that being necessary to || 
the organization of the House. | 
| 

| 
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rad, Deberrv, Freediey, Holmes, Stanty, A. H. Stephens, 
Taylor, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Morehead—Mesere. Crowell, Hampton, Howe, 
McGaughey, Morehead, Nes, Ogle, Pitman, J. B. Thomp- 
son,and Tu k. 

For Mr. Mudd—Messrs. C. Butler, Clingman, A. Evans, 


|| and Winthrop. 


No choice. 





t ‘ ‘ 

| Mr. BROWN. I suppose some motion is ne- BRE, FAR SOP ee 6 v0 eons < care cede. 6 | THIRD VOTE. 

cessarily in order? ie Mr. Edmund Burke..............ee0+- 1 || |The roll was then called the third time; when 

The SPEAKER. No motion is in order, ex- i. —- || the tellers reported that 188 votes had been given 

; cept the motion made by the gentleman from IIli- 187 || in; necessary to a choice 95; of which 

pois, (Mr. Harris,) that the House proceed to |; The following is the vote in detail, viz: || Mr. Young received............00. ween edd 

the election of a Clerk. | _ For P. B. Prindle—Mevsrs. Alexander, Andrews, Baker, || Wig. rte. oon sc ce cece ccies cecvecnee Af 

, Mr. KAUFMAN rose to inquire whether the || eee ees aes are eee eens, | Mr. Walker. ....seeeeeeeee Tere eee 

g > a | Clarke ‘onger, Crowe uer, Fowler, Good- |) e 

motion of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Har- | enow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell. Halloway, Hebard, Henry, ij Me. ees ate wn os Ce hee daeda ace 18 

nis] was debatable; because, if it was so, he had | George G. King, John A. King, Matteson, MeKissock. || UY) AINA BREA oP eniedc’ Fc bet evi 12 

risen for the purpose of moving the previous ques- || Moore, Nelson, Otis, Phenix, Putnam, Reynolds, Thur- | Mr. Forney SvdeC cp ecccesccoedeeuweiees 12 

tion? || man, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Schermgghorn, | Dams US ia 6 OR SUED wee en ewes cE 10 

: “4 ° ° | ” ; zy s iag. U . yj ite. | . 

: The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think | Witioe, Alun mao Vintongewhite, || Mr. Gloesbrenner.. ....ccccccscsescecsce ® 

. . . . , , P i 

that the motion to go into the election of Clerk is || _ For R. M. Young—Measrs. Albertson, Bissell, Booth, || Mr. Mordtadd. oss dict. Scvcvivees da 
debatable. If it is so, the debate must be confined } poses A. ne mainte crores ms pO ag. ae. he A BB ised. dis eee ent eetew ose Oe 

ee imi j i | L. Harris oagland, Inge, La Sere, Leffler, Job Mann, 

' within very narrow limits. But the Chair thinks 1] McClernand, MeDowell, Morse, Richardson, Woodward, | 

that the question Is not debatable at all. |! Young, I. G. Harris, and Haralson. i} : “ . . . 188 

Mr. KAUFMAN. Then it is unnecessary for || For J. C. Walker—Messra. Alston, E. C. Cabell, Corwin, || The following is the vote in detail, viz: 

me to move the previous question. | par: aaeret ——— G. King, F. BE. Srhetes eocsae, 1 For Mr. Young—Mesers. Albertson, Bissell, Booth, Bow- 

| Morton, Neweil, Shepper¢ prague, Van Dyke, Watkins, || ; : inti . Brow 

Mr. BRO WN. Thatl may have the sense of | Williams, J P. Caidwell, and Gentry. ; ; | Sel an Reet aaa meet "Da . - Edu ai 

the House upon that question, I appeal from the || For Hiram Walbridge—Messts. Averett, W. J. Brown, || Ewing, Fitch, Hall. Haralson ae at 1G Harrie T i 

decision of the Chair. And I should like to sub- || Doty, Dunham, Ewing, Gilmore, Gorman, Julian, Preston |) flarris, Hoagland, J. W. Jackson, Jones, La Sére, Defilor, 

mit a remark. | King; MeWilli, Phelps Jacab Tompson, Wilaun Thowp- | Jol Mann, MeCieruandy MeDowci, RM. NeLane) Mend 
4 } SON, Ke » Savage, aulden, criek. i] son, Mr > * ¢ neob T . 

t The SPEAKER. The Chair has ruled that | For J, W. Forney—Messrs, Boeock, Edmundson, Ham- | ses Han Williaa Thompoar, Venable TW ibe wit 
the resolution of the gentleman from Mississippi || mond, S.W. Harris, J. W. Jackson, hk. W. Johnson, Kauf- || drick, Wood, Woodward, and Young. : 

(Mr. Brown] is out of order, upon the ground || man, McMullen, Meade, rm Powell, Seddon, F. P. || For Me. Prindle—Messra. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, Ba- 
that the House is not organized until a Clerk shall || gy Ag eas a he “aaah ae ae __ || Ker, Bennett, Bokee, Briggs, Brooks, Campbell, Clark, Gnle, 
; is i 1] ‘ ert § —Messrs. Ashe, Howell Cobb, ty, |! Conger, Duer, Fowler, Giddings, Goodenow, Gout, G 

have been elected, and that no business is in order || Gerry, Hamilton, Howard, Littlefield, Robert M. McLane, 1 oe Bake Wore an Cae MeGueghey’ 
until the House shall have been organized by the |! Peasiee, Peck, Sawtelle, Stetson, Venable, Hubbard, and || yf. Kissock, Nelson, Otis, Pheonix, Putnam, Reynolds, Rock. 

election of Clerk. From this decision the gentle- i Featherston. i : : | well, Root, Rumsey, Sackett, Beheamerhorn, Schooteraft, 

; man from Mississippi appeals. And the question |) _ For Adam J. Glosshrenner—Messrs, Burt, Coleock, Dim- || Silvester, Spaulding, Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Vinton, 

r sae he decisi f the Chai d | mick, McDonald, McQueen, James Thompson, Robinson, || white. and Wilson. 

, is, Shall the decision = the air stand as the | Ross, Strong, Wallace, Wilmot, and Bowden. | For Mr. Waiker—Messrs. Alston, Breck, C. Butler, E. C. 

judgment of the House? \ Bs For M. St. Clair Clarke—Messrs. Ashmun, Bowie, Breck, | Cabell, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Chandler, Clingman, Corwin, 

And the question thereon was taken and decided |, Ghoret, Dehont,. ater, Beles, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, |) Nickey, Dixon, Freedley, Gentry, Hampton, Bay, May- 
: : ; visi | ‘Tay oombs. ¢ . 1, George G. King, James G. King, P. E. ma 

. in the ane “eee eee fi d } Por J. Henry Forsyth—Mess-s. Bingham, Joseph Cable, Bore, Morehend, Boren, - Neweth Senegend, Seiten’ 

, So the ju jement of the aie was alirmed. 1 Carter, Disney, Harlan, Miller, Olds, Potter, Sweetser, |) yan Dyke, Watkins, Williams, and Meacham. 

The question then recurred and was taken on the || and Wood. Y Sostinad 3 | For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs. Ashe, Averett, Disney, 
motion of the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. Har- || , For James W. Morehead—Messrs. Calvin, Casey, Freed- | Doty, Gilmore, Gorman, Julian, P. King, MeWillie, Olds, 
nis,] that the House do now proceed to the elec- || ley, wate Howe, Nes, Ogle, Pitman, T. Stevens, |) phelps, Potter, Robbins, Savage, R. H. Stanton, Sweeter, 
_—s : ‘ ° ; | . j ! oseph Cs . 

, tion of a Clerk; and it was decided in the affimative | For J. H. Clay Mudd—Messrs. C. Butler, Clingman, A. a a ee Buel, Fuller, Ger 

; : ee 1} or ir. : . $ ’ ’ ’ TY, 
without a division. {| Evans, McGaughey, Morehead, and J. B. Thompson. |, Hubbard, Littefield, Peastey, Sawtelle, Stetson, Peck, 

’ So the motion was agreed to. |, For Edmund Burke—Mr. Jones. ° || Hamilton, and W. R. W. Cobb. 

: And thereupon the House proceeded to the i So there was no choice. | For Mr, Forney—Mesers. Bocock, Hammond, 8. W. 

2 . : fa Clerk it SECOND VOTE || Harris, Howard, Inge, R. W. Johnson, Kaufuan, McMullen, 

. lection, viva voce, of a Clerk. bdr | . s || Miller, Parker, Powell, and Thomas. 

The SPEAKER stated that nominations were The roll was then called the second time; when || For Mr. Clarke—Messrs. Ashinun, Bowie, Conrad, De- 
in order; thereupon the following nominations || the tellers reported that the whole number of || bere ree Holmes, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, Tayler, 
| were made, viz: } votes given in was 185; necessary to a choice 93; | -~ aa iS Scien. Dent. Seienein Bde 
- . : a . - =e . o\ , : 

Mr. J. A. KING nominated Puitanver B. |, of which ; F. P. Stanton, Strong, Wallace, Wilmot, Robinson, a 
Prinpue, of New York. || Mr, Prindle received....ccccccesscceee 47 || MeDanalé. biiiandt sin , " 4 
: Mr. D ina il . Oo ee abe ab os Felsicble is Geb 60 Oe 1} or Mr. orehead —Messrs, Jasey owe, ee, 

’ pone fae rue tone amene i] DS aca i ee ee B. Thompson, and {mtn et 

a ; - 1] 7 Seay ff eee She Peete eee || ForMr. Mudd—Messrs. Toowibs and A. Evans, 

; Mr. WALDEN nominated Hiram Watsripee, | Mr. Walbridge.... 0 ccerescesececsees 19 | No choice ' 
of New York. i} Mr Cd veo épaneen cdmeeews deenedaee ne. 1 ; 

f M . 1] 7 ae ot 1 THE FOURTH VOTE 

r. ROBINSON nominated Apam J. Guoss-|; Mr. Forney... .....ceccceesesceceseeee Id h 

d , : shit : The roll h led the fourth time; wh 
Brenner, of Pennsylvania. || Me. Glossbrenner. .... ..0cccceescoesees 12 2 ee ae 0 a ee ee 

. Mr. HAYMOND nominated J. C. Watuner, || Mr. Clarke....c.cccccssccceccecessees IL |, the,tellers reported that the whole number of votes 

t ; | given in was 182; necessary to a choice 92; of 
of Tennessee. Mir, Morehead... cccccccncesccasccccee lO || GIVER IN Was Bim, y 3a 

; 1 ; 

. Mr. STANLY nominated Martaew Sr. Cuan |) Mr. Mudd......cecceceeseceeeceeesees 4 |, Which 

e c ‘anal : i || Me. Young received. ..........000- 55 

Larke, of the District of Columbia. -—— | ~ FOUng $c60 one 
; Mr.LITTLEFIELD nominated Apert Sma, | Ue ls Se et cess cae er tear 
> of Maine. om | The following is the vote in detail, viz: i Mr. See betel 17 8P "orn menses ° 
. Mr. POTTER nominated J. Henry Forsytn, || For Mr. Prindle—Messsrs. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, | ms F Puen Ered +p boule Sey runany aemiun 
‘| of Ohio. | Baker, Bennett, Boker, Briggs, Brooks, Ona, Cee | = Smith. coerce cece scerecsscereces 

. ; ; Chandler, Clark, Cole, Conger, Dickey, Duer, Fowler, Gi || Pu OTR 6 acc handncde vias ceoacsecs 6a ceues 

e thee nominated James W. Morenean, | dings, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Sat | DME ED, on ade te pdelievers daewetn an 

0 ogy Ate. 2 : || Henry, J. A. King, Matteson, MeKissock, Moore, Nelson, | My Glossbrenner 5 

: Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, nominated J. || Otis, Phenix, Putnam, Reynolds, Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, | . rity ecules Pda hati santo rte 
Heway Cray Mupp, of Maryland. || Sackett, Se toa eae ares Spaulding, Mr. Morehead ........scceeecesceeceses 8 

: | 'T. Stevens, Thurman, Underhill, Vinton, and White. ° istaip 

ut e ate FOWLER nominated r. SoLomon F OOTE, For Mr. Young—Messrs. Albertson, Bissell, Booth, Bow- 182 

if ermont, but subsequently withdrew it. don, Bowlin, A. G. Brown, Cleveland, Howell Cobb, Dim- | pi. gotlowing is the vote in detail. viz: 
oe McLANE, of aryland, nominated Mr. | mick, Edmundson, Ewing, ig: Hall, Haralson, ry Po 1] otowing is the vote in detail, viz: 

ANtEL Buck, of t subsequent! ith- || ris, T. L. Harris, Hoagland, J. W. Jackson, Jones, La Sére, || For Mr. Young—Messre. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bis- 

eth , of Vermont, but subsequently with } Leffler, Job Mann, MeClernapa, MeDowell, Morse, Richard- | sell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, Witham J. 

- son, Ross, Seddon, Jacob Thompson, William Thompson; | Brown, Cartter, Cleveland, Howell Cobb, W. R. W. © 

Mr. GILMER stated, that Col. J. W. Forner, || Venabie, Wellborn, Wood, Woodward, and Young. Dimmick, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, Fiteh, Gilmore, 
at of Pennsylvania, was not a candidate for the office } For Mr. Walker—Mezars. Alston, E. C. Cabell, J. P. Cald- Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Thomas 
a of Clerk. a ee Dixon, Gentry, Hay, — G. = King, % ee ee eee owe ee 

. || J. G. King, F. E. McLean, Meacham, Morton, Newell, | Jones, La Sére, Leffler, Job Mann Jlerna e 
dl oo SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Jonw A. || Sorague, Van Dyke, Watkins, Williams,and Shepperd. ” || Robert M. McLane, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morse, Parker, 
4 Inc, of New York, WaitTLesey, Hayrmonp, For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs. Averett, W. J. Brown, Dis- || Peaslee, Richardson, Ross, Savage, Seddon, Thomas, Jacob 





me Sua as tellers. | ney Denys pees Shere, Cone, P. ee aan 
, r. TTLESEY stated that he had paired | Olds, Phelps, Voter, Robbins, Savage, Sweetser, Walden, 
ir of with Mb. Auednsens of Fenbedes Paired || Wildrick Joseph Cable, and MeWillie. : 
Mr. BOW ; . . || For Me. Sunith—Messrs. Binghasa, W. R. W. Cobb, Feath- 

r. LIN remarked, that one of his col- | erston, Fuller, Gerry, Hamilton, Howard, Hubbard, Litile- 

fagues—name not heard—had paired off. ‘| field, R. M. McLane, Pea-lee, Peck, Sawtelle, Stetson, | 


The roll having been called, the tellers reported || "For bar. 


| Thompson, James Thompson, William Thompson, Venable, 
Wellborn, Wildrick, Wood, and Young. 

For Mr. Prindie—Mersrs. Alexander, Allen, Andrews, 
Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Briggs, Brooks, Campbell, Clarke, 
Cole, Conger, Crowell, Duer, Fowler, Goodenow, Gott, 
Gould, Halloway, Hebard, Henry, James G. King, Mc- 
Gaughey, McKissock, Nelson, Nes, Otis, Phanix, Pit- 


f ; For Mr. F —Messrs. Bocock , Hfmond, 8S. W. Har- || man, Putnam, Reynolds, Rockwell, Rumeey, Sackett, Scher- 

3 that the whole number of votes given in was 187; ris, Inge, R. W. Johnson, Kaufman, McMullen, Miller, || merhovn, Schooleraft, Silvester, Spaulding, Thaddeus Ste- 

“d necessary to a choice 94; of which Milleon, Parker, Powell, Thomas, and Buel. || vene, Thurman, Underhill, Vinton, White, and ae 

of Mr. P. B. Prindle received..........+-+ 48 || Par Mr. Ginetreneer:-Mecen” Bart Coleock, Harlan, | _ For Mr, Walker—Measra, Alston, Breck, C. Butler, B.C. 
F. P. Stanton, R. H. Stan- || Cabell, J. P. Caldwell, Calvin, Chandier, Corwin, De 


Mr. Richard M. Young 


eee ee ee eraeeeeeee 22 || McDonald, i me eenenaee 
Me. 35 CP Welltet., osc ctiicccccnccees il 


tun, Strong, James Thompson, Wallace, and Wilmot. 
For Mr. Clarke—Messrs. Ashmun, Bowie, Breck, Con- 


flaymond, 


| Dekey, Dixon Freedte » Gentry, Hampton, ' 
K 6 . E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 


G. G. King, J. G. King, 





— 








Morehead, Morton, Shepperd, Sprague, Toombs, Van Dyke 
Watkins, Williams, Newell, Hay, Clingman, Casey, an 
A. Evans. 

For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs. Bingham, J. Cable, Disney, 
Poty, Gorman, P. King, Me Willie, Olds, Phelps, Potter, 
Robbins, Sweetser, Walden, Wilmot, and McMullen. 

For Mr. Forney—Messrs. Bocoek, Hammond, Kaufman, 
8. W. Harris, Howard, Inge, R. W. Johnson, Powell, and 
R. H. Stanton. 

For Mr. Smith—Messrs. Buel, Fuiler, Gerry, Hubbard, 
Limefield, McQueen, Sawtelle, Stetson, and Peck. 

For Mr. Clarke—Messrs. Ashmun, Bowie, Grinnell, 
Holmes, Stanly, A. H. Stephens, Taylor, and Wilson. 

For Mr. Glossbrenner—Mesers. Robinson, F. P. Stanton, 
Strong, Wallace, and McDonald, 

For Mr. Morehead—Messrs. Howe, Ogle, and J. B. 
Thompson. 


No choice. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that the 
House adjourn. 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays on 
that moiion, which were ordered; then 

Mr. STANTON withdrew the motion. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, renewed the 
motion that the House adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were demanded and ordered. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, asked to be 
excused from voting on the motion to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER stated that the gentleman from 








| 


Arkansas could not ask to be excused from voting | 


on a motion to adjourn. 
The question was then taken, and the House 
refused to adjourn—yeas 72, nays 96. 


FIFTH VOTE. 





The roll was then called the fifth time; when the || 


tellers reported that the whole number of votes | 
given in was 179; necessary to a choice 90; of | 
which 
Mr. Young received.....s.ssssesseeee+ 63 | 
Mr. Walker.. cocoe SL | 
Mir. Prindle .oscccsesccesscccccvccccs SS 
BOG, Walbridge oi is icdccccccdcccccses JB 


Ne ceennae 
Mt, PEPUY 6h chononerecceccscanessns cu. Oy | 
Bl; CMe owectebdcvsasguhseaces: 8? 
Riv. Giebaboatner oss. is Si veavccwnes’ 3 | 

179 | 


The following is the vote in detail, viz: 


For Mr. Young—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bis- 
#ell, Booth, Bowden, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, William J. 


w. Cobb, Howell Cobb, Dimmick, Dunham, Edmundson, 
Ewing, Fitch, Gilmore, Hall, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, 
Isham G. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hoagland, Howard, 
Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Jones, La Sare, Leffler, MeCler- 


nand, McDonald, McDowell, Robert M. McLane, Meade, || 


Miller, Millson, Olds, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Rich- 
ardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Seddon, Strong, 
Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, 
William Thompson, Venable, Weliborn, Wildrick, Wood, 
Woodward, and Young. i 
For Mr. Walker—Messra. Alston, Andrews, Bowie, Briggs, 
Chester Butler, E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clingman, Corwin, Deberry, Dick- 
ev, Dixon, Duer, Alexander Evans, Freedley, Gentry, Gott, 
Hampton, Hay, Haymond, Henry, Howe, George G. King, |) 
James G. King, McGaughey, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, || 


Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Phe- || 


nix, Pitman, Rockwell, Shepperd, Spaulding, Sprague, Alex- 
ander H. Ste hens, Thaddeus Stevens, ‘Toombs, Tuck, Un- 
derhill, Van Dyke, Watkins, and Williams. 

For Mr. Prindle—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Bennett, Bo- 
kee, Brooks, Clark, Cole, Conger, Crowell, Fowler, Gid- 
dings, Goodenow, Gould Hatloway, Hebard, John A. King, 
Matteson, McKissock, Nelson, Putnam, Reynolds, Root, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, 
Taylor, Thurman, Vinton, White, and Winthrop. i 

For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs. Bingham, Buel, Doty, Gor- 
man, P. King, McMullen, Mc Willie, Potter, Walden, Wil- | 
mt, and Julian. 

For Mr. Smith—Mesers, Fuller, Gerry, 8. W. Harris, 
Hubbard, Littlefield, Sawtelle, F. P. Stanton, and Stetson. 

For Mr. Forney—Mesars. Hammond, R. W. Johnson, 
Powell, R. H. Stanton, Kaufman, and Bocock. 

For Mr, Clarke—Messrs. Holmes, Stanly, J. B. Thompson, | 
Wilson, and Grinnell, 
tae Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs. Coleock, McQueen, and 

Yailace. 


No choice. 


On motion the House then adjourned till to- 
morrow at twelve o’clock. 


| 
} 








PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were | 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- | 
priate committees: 

By Mr. BOOTH: ‘The petition of E. H. Dunham and 312 
electors, residing in Middletown, in the State of Connecti-_ | 
cut, praying that slavery and the slave trade may be pro 
hibited in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of E. H. Dunham and 290 others, elect- | 
ors of the same town and State, praying for the repeal of 
ail laws enacted by Congress by which slavery or the slave | 


Saal “a =~ 


|| very within its limits. 
|| By Mr. FITCH: The account and accompanying 
| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


National Government may be removed to some more suita- 
ble location. 
Also, the petition of E. H. Dunham and 317 others, elect- 


| 





|| ors of the same town and ee praying that whenever a 


person shall be arrested as a fugitive slave, in any State 
other than that in which he is alleged to be held to service, 
| he shall not be delivered to the claimant except on the find- 
| ing of a jury. 

| Also, the petition of E. H. Dunham and 329 others, elect- 
ors of the same town and State, praying that no State be 
| hereafter admitted into the Union, unless the constitution 
of such State shall expressly prohibit the existence of sla- 





papers 
of Doetor F. C. Miller, of Indiana, for services as assistant 
| surgeon of United States army. 


Also, the petition of V. R. T. Large and others, citizens 


| of Wabash county, Indiana, asking compensation to Mr. 


required by law. 

Also, the petition of John Steele and others, of La Porte 
county, Indiana, asking a reduction of postage. 

A the petitions of sundry citizens of the same county, 
ashi ene prohibition of slavery and the slave trade in all 
territories belonging to the United States; and that fugitive 
slaves have the right of trial by jury ; and that slavery and 
the slave trade be abolished in the District of Columbia, or 


|| the seat of Government be removed ; and that no new State 
be admitted into the Union unless slavery be excluded from | 
|| such State. 
Also, petitions of sundry citizens of South Bend, Indiana, 


| asking that fugitive slaves have the right of trial by jury, 
| and that slavery be prohibited in the territories. 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition of Jedediah Gray, pray 
ing to be allowed a pension from July, 1830. 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of 90 clergymen of 
the Providence Conference of the Methodist Church, for a 
reduction of postage. 

By Mr. PHCENIX: The petition of Ide, Coit & Co., to 
be refunded duties paid on merchandise, damaged in transit 
from one warehouse to another warehouse for exportation. 


| 
| 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, April 16, 1850. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


'| a communication from the Department of State, || 
|| made in compliance with a resolution of the 6th 


| ultimo, calling for all the information to be found 
on the records of that department concerning 
slaves deported from the United States by officers 
of the British Government, in violation of the 
seventh article of the definitive treaty of peace of 
the 30th September, 1783, &c., stating that ** no 
‘information, in addition to that heretofore com- 


'| ‘municated to Congress, exists on the files of the 


‘| ‘department throwing light upon the subject. 
Brown, Joseph Cable, Cartter, Cleveland, Williamson R. || 


‘ The question appears to have been considered as 
| *merged* in the treaty of amity, commerce, and 
‘navigation, which was concluded between the 
* two countries in 1794, and, so far as can be as- 
* certained, has not since been disturbed.’’ The 
| communication was laid on the table and ordered to 
| be printed. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Ralichison de Saint Vital and Anthony Villard, an 


| architect, both French citizens, residents of Mex- 


ico for several years past, setting forth that on the 
night of the 20th of December, 1847, some Ameri- 
can troops, coming from Vera Cruz to the city of 
Mexico, did, for the presse of cooking their 
victuals and warming themselves, set on fire the 
old inn, (Venta Antique.) That, remote from 
their country and exposed to share the unflattering 
fate to which is doomed this unfortunate country, 





worthy of a better one, they are now verging on | 


mpending and utter ruin. As neutrals in politics 
between the two countries, the subscribers claim, 


|| in the name of their children, of your Excellenc 
| 


(the petition was originally addressed to the Presi- 
| dent of the United States) the just indemnification 


|| to which they are entitled, looking upon themselves | 
as equally supported by justice and the laws of || 


| 
| nations. The petition was referred to the Com- 
| mittee of Claims. A 


Mr. ATCHISON presented the memorial of 


|| Winifred N. Kouns and W. Neville Read, heirs 


of John Neville, an officer in the revolutionary 
army, asking to be allowed commutation pay; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

‘ Mr. STURGEON presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Philadelphia county, Pennsylvania, asking 
that the act of Congress of 26th of February, ex- 
tending the patent of Wm. Woodworth, for a 
planing machine, may be repealed; which was 
referred to th€®Committee on Patent: and the 
Patent Office. 





* See letter from Mr. Jay to Secretary Randolph, under 





trade is authori or sanctioned in the District of Colum- 


bia, and that in the event of their non-repeal, the seat of the | 


date 6th February, 1795, published in Gales & Seaton’s 
Ametican State Papers, Foreign Relations, vol. 1, page 518, 





| Large for preémption land, sold without the previous notice | 


Mr. CORWIN presented a memorial of James || 


April 16, 


| _Also, . nae from merchan 
| citizens of Philadelphia, asking the construct 
| a harbor at Reedy Island, in ‘the Delaware sn E 
| which was referred to the Committee on oe 
|| merce. =- 
|| Also, a petition from Robert Bartlett and othe 
| asking a reduction of the rates of postage, whiet 
|| was referred to the Committee on the Post Of 
\ and Post Roads. ” 
Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee of 
| to which was referred the bill from the House for 
| the relief of Sarah Jane West, reported back the 
same without amendment, and recommended jt, 


| passage. 
WILMINGTON AND RALEIGH RAILROap, 


Mr. RUSK. The Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads, to which was referred the Houge 
| bill entitled ** An act for the relief of the Wilmine. 
ton and Raleigh Railroad Company,” have jn. 
structed me to report back the bill without amenq. 
| ment, and recommend its passage; and I move that 


ts and other 





Claims, 


|| it be now taken up for consideration. 
There being no objection, the bill was taken y 
| and read a second time, and considered as in Com. 
| mitteee of the Whole. 
| Mr. HALE. I wish the chairman would give 
| some reason why this company is to be exempted 
, from the operation of the general laws of the land? 
| Mr. RUSK. I think the Senator will see that 
| this is not an exemption from the general laws of 
| the land. The effect of the bill is precisely this: 
|This company have imported a quantity of iron, 
/and expect in a short time to import enough to 
| complete the track of the road. They have a con- 
tract with the Post Office Department for carrying 
| the mail, asI understand, tothe amount of $75,000, 
though I am not certain as to the precise amount. 
It isa route of great importance, because it isa 
link in the connection of the great northern and 
southern mail-route. The bill proposes to extend 
the time for the payment of the duties upon the 
iron imported, upon their giving bond and security 
| to the satisfaction of the Treasury Department for 
the payment of the money, and also authorizes the 
transfer from the Post Office to the Treasury De- 
| partment of the amount which is to be paid. [tis 
simply extending for a short length of time the 
| payment, and saving the trouble of paying duties 
| in the port of Wilmington, and then receiving it 
| again hom the Post Office Department for mail 
service. It will be beneficial every way, and nota 
| cent will go out of the Treasury at all; and it will 
| enable the company soon to complete the road, 
which is a matter of considerable importance; 
| because the line of connection between Wilming- 
' ton and Charleston is now by water, and there are 





| frequent complaints of failures of the mails on this 
great northern and southern route. The largest 
number of the failures of the mail is caused by this 
want of connection, which is attributed to fogs and 
head winds, but which will be made up on the 
| completion of this road, and thus the mail will be 
| carried through so as to avoid these failures. 

| ‘The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
| and ordered to be read a third time; and was sub- 
|| sequently read a third titne and passed. 


PORT OF ENTRY AT MILWAUKEE. 


|| Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. The Committee 
on Commerce, to which was referred the bill to 
establish a port of entry at Milwaukee, in the 
State of Wisconsin, and for other purposes, have 
instructed me to report the same back. | wish to 
state that this is the original bill introduced into 
the Senate by my colleague, and referred to the 
‘| Committee on Commerce. The committee placed 
| itin my hands under their direction, and | ad- 
| dressed the Secretary of the Treasury on the sub- 
| ject, enclosing in my letter the bill which I now 
report; he returned it with another bill. That bill 
the committee adopted, and I some time since re- 
| ported it to the Senate. The bill introduced by 

my colleague is the same in substance. It was, 

however, overlooked at the time, and if any blame 

is to be attached to any one, it should be to my- 
self, and not to the Secretary of the Treasury. 
As before stated, he furnished the bill, and the 

committee adopted it as a substitute for the bill of 








my colleague. 
Snow ack that the bill introduced by my col 
league may be printed and lie on the table. 


Senator from 


i t 
r. KING. I will suggest to the eens 


|| Wisconsin to extend his proposition, 
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< rted by him may be taken as an amend- 

oon the colelatl bill. 
Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. 

suggestion of the Senator from Alabama. 


een 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill will be || N 


sidered as so amended, 
The bill was then laid upon the table and or- | 
dered to be printed. 
BILLS ON LEAVE. 
Mr. BRIGHT, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill to aid the | 
State of Indiana in the improvement of the slack- | 
water navigation of the Iroquois and Kankakee 
rivers; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 


nds. 

— FELCH, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to amend the act 
of 4th September, 1841, granting preémption rights 
to settlers on the public lands; which was read a 
fret and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. CLEMENS gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize 
the Corporation of the city of Tuscaloosa to con- 
veya part of the margin of the Black Warrior 
river to a plank road company. 

Mr. FELCH gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to create the office of sur- 
veyor general of the public lands in Oregon, to | 
provide for the survey of those lands, and to make 
donations to settlers thereon. 

PRINTING OF STATISTICS. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library inquire into 
the propriety of causing to be printed, in suitable form, the 
statistical information collected under the supervision of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, in pursuance of spgciai acts and 
appropriations for that purpose, and report. | 

DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, the Senate 
resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, the con- 
sideration of the bill to supply deficiencies in the 
appropriations for the fiscal year ending on the | 
30th of June, 1850, the question pending being | 
upon the amendment offered by Mr. Pearce, as | 
follows: 

“ For completing the improvement of Indiana avenue, in 
the city of Washington, from the City Hall to the Capitol | 
hill, $7,000, to be expended under the control of the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings.” 

Mr. RUSK. I see by the reports in the news- 
papers this morning, that, in the answer I gave to | 
the honorable Senator from Maine yesterday, I am 
liable to misconstruction where it is stated that the | 
amendment offered by me was to supply clerks in 
the Sixth Auditor’s office. That was an error, 
and it originated in this way. There are two clerks 





belonging to the fiscal department of the Post || | 


Office. That department takes charge of the pay- 
ment of all money. The Sixth Auditor’s office is 
independent of the Post Office, and under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury. They have 
a larger number of clerks now than there are per- 
haps even in the Post Office itself; so that the 
amendment I offered has no reference to the Sixth 
Auditor’s office. 

Mr. DICKINSON. [had understood that the 

pending amendment was offered yesterday under 
the authority of some committee, but I now un- 
derstand that these $7,000 are to be appropriated 
without the recommendation of any committee. 
1 hope, therefore, it will not be adopted. 
_ Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I regret that 
it has not been sanctioned by a committee, but I 
think every Senator who examines the subject, 
will come to the conclusion that it ought to be 
adopted. I hope it will be adopted, for it is the 
best appropriation that has been made for this 
District. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, here is a prop- 
osition to appropriate $7,000 to construct means 
of access to a railroad depét. The company who 
Own this road owna very valuable property, as I un- 
derstand it—one which makes a divi come of about 
twenty-five per cent., one-fifth of which goes to 
the State of Maryland. This compeny first place 
their ee on the avenue, at the instigation of the 
city of Washington. After it is placed there, it 
18 proposed to move it back again to the point 
where it originally was. The United States went 
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| consideration for our immediate action. 





| 


| 





| 


743 











to the expense in the first instance of providing | The city of Washington belongs to the public. 
facilities for their depdt upon the avenue; and now, || It is the oy part in importance, “J not mw terri- 
when they propose to move their depét back to its || tory, of the District of Columbia. The Govern- 
cranes an aeeeeae AgpRIgENNER is uired. — laid it out, and it covers an immense >. 
ow, I cannot see why any other railroad com- he corporate authorities of the city of Wash- 
pany. may not justas well come and ask an ap- H ington have it not in their power ores these 
qespenene 2 pense facilities of approach to | rece woseans, The Government owns a large 
their dep6t. But this is put upon the ground of || portion of the property of the city, which is not 
akan To vb hie eek of Con- | subject to nation: For these conablenediaid it 
gress and the citizens of this place, I suppose. I || has long since been decided that the Government 
think no company that has any regard to its own |, should contribute to those improvements which 
interests, (and which of them has not?) would || are necessary for the public convenience. 
Fain be the wey. tae sostier. peevenin null s0-any-|| <0) Onde Salen’ ‘Gomepeny ir euky hnelasaans 
is is the wa 8 matter presents i o my | io Railroa y is only incidenta 
mind, Although this may be a small matter, yet || and should not be considered one watthe the other, 
it seems to me that it is an appropriation calling | except so far as public convenience demands. 
meh taneas seam: di otoea to coporman oe {been geieneoe pontiontbeiemiante ot 
. ny reason for . ’ u 
this souennenteaie ere like vo it given, | ——— as — ee eee ee 
in order that it shou nown whether we are | under the con or the Vommissioner of Fubhe 
not committing an outrage upon the Treasury, and ) Buildings, to complete this work, upon which the 
giving ent Ga poopes money for the benefit of || ye ee = —— Soa catenbeaiake : 
riva r ons. ugh it was a ’ 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, | offered this { think, that this restriction had better not be made, 
amendment yesterday, in the absence of the hon- | and that all the money will be expended, I would 
[iperceivastnnont in Klemen Thedaeun fon | companeeele-te-stgarlt ei maine 

, . e Senator from | , 

isconsin has taken exception to a matter which || be not expended, the quantity unexpended should 
was stated by me merely incidentally, and asa || pao in the Treasury, eee to the — ~~. 
It is not || | know when I drew the amendment, | suggest 
proposed to extend Indiana avenue for the accom- || this proposed form of expression; but the Mayor 
modation of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. | of the city of Washington said it was unnecessary, 
The original appropriation for the improvement of || for all the money, if not expended, would necessa- 
this avenue was made three years ago, in pursu- || rily remain in the Treasury, and he cited an in- 
Ghemsonssans beacon’ tether sna ech eooenes | ated ip.-tba dimetenanatat tea 

ern r and avenues 
of the city of Washington. We have from time || continue an improvement in the city of Washing- 
to time made appropriations of this sort, for the || ton, a considerable portion of which remained in 
np Yama yarns Sx nner panning: myname ons So 
a par neral system of the Government, | 
in slain to this aba just as necessary as any ! the provision should S inserted, entertaining no 
other part. We do not undertake to do it all at || doubt myself that the money will be properly ex- 





|| once; but, from iime to time, we make appropria- || pended. 


tions for facilitating intercourse between one part || Mr. SHIELDS. I will ask if this comes from 
of the city and another. This appropriation is to || the Committee for the District of Columbia? 

continue a work which has been begun, buthaa || Mr. MASON. No, sir. 1 see that it was 
not been finished. I mentioned, as a reason why || mentioned yesterday by the Senator from North 
it should be put into this billand passed now, that, || Carolina, [Mr. Manoum,] that he was under the 
as the railroad depét was about to be removed to || apprehension that it came from that committee; 
the station-house, it would be desirable that this || but this is not so. The matter was never referred 


|| improvement should be promptly completed. The | to them, and of course, therefore, was never con- 
|| Senator from Virginia will probably be able to give | sidered by them. 


It was a proposition that came 
a more satisfactory explanation than I can. | to me through the city authorities, under the im- 
Mr. MASON. I had intended to offer this || pression, doubtless, that the chairman of the Com- 
amendment, butit was kindly offered in my absence 1 mittee for the District of Columbia was the proper 
by the honorable Senator from Maryland. The | organ to communicate it to the Senate. 
object of the appropriation is to complete a work, || r. MANGUM. I will say that I misappre- 
commenced some two years ago, under the patron- || hended as to the amendment coming from the com- 
age of the Government of the United States, in || mittee. 
constructing a street from the Capitol to Third Mr. SHIELDS. I would merely suggest to the 
street, and which is called, in the plan of the city, | Senator whether the matter should not be referred 
ndiana avenue. There was an appropriation || to the Committee for the District? coe 
made, I think, more than eighteen months ago, of | Mr. MASON. There could be no objection, 
$13,500, to complete that work. The estimate of | but that it would defeat the object—that of having 
the expense was made by the Commissioner of | the appropriation made at this time. If it is not 
Public Buildings, which estimate was, that it | made now—and it seems to me proper that it 
would take $17,000 or $18,000. He reported that, || should be, because it is a deficiency, and is re- 
in 1845, as one of the improvements which, in his |, quired to complete a work which has already been 
estimation, were necessary to give avenues of ap- | begun, under former appropriations inadequate for 
proach from the public buildings to the Capitol, | the purpose—it will lead to very serious delay. 
and from the Capitol to those buildings. That | Such would be the result of referring it to a com- 
report was made in December, 1845, and among || mittee. \ : 
those streets which he thought the public conve-|, Mr. SEWARD. I wish to ask a single ques- 
nience required, was this Indiana avenue. || Gon, and that is, whether the application has the 
Now, sir, it has been connected with the Balti- || sanction of the Coporation of Washington? 
more and Ohio railroad incidentally, and incident- | Mr. MASON. As the request was made of me 
ally only. It is in contemplation on the part of || by the Mayor of the city, I take it for granted that 
the railroad company, I believe, to withdraw their || it has. 
depdt from Pennsylvania avenue, and place it ata |, Mr. SEWARD. I hope, then, that the appro- 
int where it will intersect Indiana avenue; and || priation will be made. Coming as it does with the 
it is only incidentally that this amendment has any | sanction of Congress on a former occasion, as im- 
relation to that subject. Whether the depot be put |, plied in the appropriation commenci ng this work, I 
there or not, it is a matter of public convenience || recognize the obligations of the Government to 
and public propriety that Capitol Hill should be | make very liberal allowances for the improvement 
connected with the other parts of the city by that || of the city of Washington. 
avenue, which is one of the highways of the city || Mr. BORLAND. I ask for the yeas and nays 
of Washington, and which the city itself is not | on the amendment. 
able to construct. How far it is right and proper || The yeas and nays were ordered. 
for the Government of the United States to appro- || Mr. SHIELDS. I wish to state that I have no 
priate the public money for improvements in the ] objection to the amendment at all, and that I shall 
city of Washington, is a matter to be considered | yote for it. 
by the Senate; but if we determine now that it || The amendment was then adopted, as follows: 
shall not be done, we shall reverse all that has || ygas—Mesers. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Butler, Clay, Cor- 
been done by our predecessors on this subject. || win, Davis of Massachusetts, Dougias, Foote, Greene, Hale, 











SS — 

Hunter, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Morton, Pearce, Phelps, 
Beward, Shields, Smith, Boulé, Spruance, Sturgeon, Under- 
wood, and Waies—26. 

NAYS—®M sors, Atchison, Borland, Bradbury, Bright, 
Cass, Chase, Clarke, Clemena, Davis of Missi«sippi, Dick- 
inson, Dodge of Jowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, Downs, Feleh, | 
Jones, King, Norris, Rusk, Turney, Walker, and Whit- 
comb—-21, 

Mr. SMITH. I havean amendment to the bill, 
which I desire should come in at the end of the 
provision in relation to the expenses of the Mexi- 
can boundary commission. 

don amendment proposed by Mr, Smiru, as 
subsequently modified by him, by incorporatin 
the proposition of Mr. Davis, (hereafter stated, 
is as follows: 

“ Provided, There shall be allowed and paid to the com- | 
miasiouer, surveyor, and astronomer appointed, or to be ap- 
pornted, for the purpose aforesaid, each a salary at the rate 
of $3,609 per annum; and if the daties of either be per- 
formed by an officer of the army, his pay during the time ef 
such employment shall be increased to that sum: And pro- 
vided, further, That the appointwnent aforesaid shall termi- 
nate und cease at the expiration of three years from the first 
day of July, 1850."] 3 

The object is to provide for deficiencies which | 
exist in the payment of the salaries of these com- 
missioners for running the boundary line between 
the United States and Mexico under the treaty ; 
and I will make a very brief statement of facts in | 
relation thereto, for the information of the Senate. |) 
This difficulty originates in the fact that Congress 
has never passed any law whatever on the subject. 
In all cases hitherto, where a commission has been 
raised for the purpose of running any boundary | 
line between our own and any foreign country, | 
Congress has invariably enacted a law appointing 
the commissioners, prescribing the salaries which 
the commissioners and other officers should re- 
ceive, and fixing some period of time within | 
which the duty should be performed. ‘This, upon || 
an examination of the acts of Congress, will be 
foun.! to have been the case under the treaty with 
Great Britain, for running the northeastern bound- 
ary line, and also under the treaty with Spain, for 
running the line between Mexico and the United |: 
States, on the Sabine. Congress in every instance 
has passed a law providing for the appointment of 


of these officers, and fixing @certain period of time 
within which the daties should be performed. My 
own impression was, and still is, that a law of that 
description is clearly necessary, in order to author- || 
ize the appointment of a commissioner and sur- 
veyor under a treaty of this character. And in |) 
the message of the late President communicating 
the Mexican treaty to Congress, at the first ses- 
sion of the last Congress, he says that a law of | 
this description is highly necessary, in order to 
carry out the conditions of that treaty. In con- | 
formity with that recommendation of the Presi- 
dent, the subject was taken up at the first session | 
of the last Congress, and a bill passed the Senate | 
providing for the appointment of a commissioner, 
surveyor, and secretary. ‘That bill was sent to the || 
House of Representatives, and was referred to the || 
Committee on Foreign Relations in that body, but | 
at so late a period in the session that it was im- || 
possible for the House to act upon it, and the bill, | 
under the rule adopted by the last Congress, went | 
over to the second session, when it was again taken 
up by the House and amended, or rather a new bill || 
substituted for it. This new bill was sent to the || 
Senate, but it failed here for the want of time. || 
The commissioner and surveyor, however, were || 
nominated by the late President, and were con- | 
firmed by the Senate, under the idea that the treaty | 
iiself created the office, and that it was obligatory || 
upon the President and Senate to make the ap- | 
pointment, without any previous action. 


is one of considerable difficulty, and was discussed || 
tant || 
that this difficulty should be corrected ; and I pro- || the monuments along it. 
pose to do it by the amendment which | have 1 


at length in the House. But it is quite im 


offered, and which is in conformity to the provis- 


‘of his duties, would not now be sufficient for the 


Up to this time bat a small part of the work has 
|| been done. 
| been designated, and something like five miles of 


— , 
| A Senator. If not, we can extend it hereafter. 


will say nothing about the amount of the salary | 
| fixed by the Senator. 


| sition assumed by the honorable Senator as to the 
|} amount of work which has been executed. 
commissioners and surveyors, and for the salaries || 


| tremities have been settled, and it is now a simple 


|, form, to connect the two ends of that line. 
| the simplest part of the labor which remains to be 
| done. 
‘| of the labor by the length of the line which has to || 
| be run. 
|| poses that very little has been accomplished. 


|| science and judgment were required. That has | 
| been performed upon both ends of the line. 
| it is the simple operation of surveying to complete || 


'| established, to connect the branch of the Gila with 
|| the intersection of the boundary line and the Rio || 
| Grande. There will occur snother high astronom- || 


| formed. 
‘than has been allowed by the Senator’s first prop- || ance of those duties as may seem to be reasonable, 


Ido not |) 
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these officers, but left it to be a matter of future || 
provision, Under these circumstances the matter | 
fell into the hands of the present Administration; ,| 
and, as there is nv provision by law for their sal- | 
aries, these gentlemen have received no compen. || 
eation since the month of June, 1849. Inaddition || 
to this, it is highly important that some period || 
should be designated within which this duty of |) 
ranning the boundary line should be executed. 
In the original bill of the Senate the period fixed 
on was three years. Colonel Weller was nomi- || 
nated to the Senate, if I mistake not, about the | 
middle of January, 1849, and left New Orleans || 
for the Isthmus of Panama early in the month of | 
March, 1849. I suppose that three years, from || 
the time on which he entered upon the discharge || 


completion of the work; and I have, therefore, left 


| the period of limitation in the amendment | have || 
‘ submitted blank, that it may be filled as the judg- || 
‘ment of the Senate shall direct. 


1 hardly know | 
myself what period would be necessary, but I will 
suggest three years from the Ist of January, 1850. 


The initial point on the Pacific has || 


the line towards the Gila has beenrun. The lati- } 
tude and longitude of the junction of the Gila and || 
the Colorado has also been taken, and a smal! part || 


of the line from that pointhas beenrun. I therefore | 
| suggest to the Senate that they fill the blank with |, 


the Ist of January, 1850. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. ‘That is time | 


Mr. SMITH. Well, I will make the motion || 
thus to fill the blank. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I 
wish to move an amendment to the amendment of | 
the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Swviru.] I | 


I think it small for the sta- ; 
tion; but I wish to make a remark about the po- | 
I hold | 
that a great deal has been done; | hold that the | 
grand problem has been solved, which was, to de- | 


/ termine the initial point and direction of the line | 
| which connects the boundary on the Pacific with || 


the junction of the Gila and Colorado. 


operation, which any common surveyor can per- 
It is 


It is a great error to estimate the amount || 


The Senator is mistaken when he sup- || 
The || 


difficulty was to establish the initial point and the || 
direction in which the line should ran; for this, | 


i} 


Now, | 


j 


the line, and then to follow up the river Gila to 
the point where another constructive line is to be 


i 








ical problem, to be solved as that to which I have |, 

referred has been done; the rest is all simple sur- |! 

veying, and this operation may be rapidly per- || 

{ think no more time will be necessary ] 

osition. 
The line that has been determined from San 
Diego to the junction of the Gila and the Colorado, 


| in such position that he would accept this a 
|| ment. 


| to limit the term of service. 


| 

Both ex- || to make an extra allowance to officers of the army, 
{ 
| 


April 16, 


The Mexican commissioner and surve 
cers of high rank and of a high grade 
sation. An officer of our army has 
been engaged in performing the duties of astro 

omer; and, indeed, | do not know where else = 
should go to get the astronomer: one who rg 
bines astronomical with topographical atiainme;, 
is perhaps nowhere else to be found—certainly ae 
It may be assumed, then, that we lite 
pelled to select an officer of the army; and when 
this is done, it is neither just nor politic that h 
should be expected to support himself on the a 
of a captain. Unless the provision herein y 
posed be made, this will be the case. 1 have re. 
ferred to the'circumstances by which he will pe 
surrounded. You know the condition of the coun. 
try. The result is, that the compensation ip the 
case supposed, and which, if this amendment {aj} 
will be the existing case, will be hardly suficien, 
to have a servant and buy his supplies of absolytg 


yor are off. 
of compen. 
heretofore 


‘| necessity. When, therefore, you select an officer 
competent for this duty, and require him to sacri. 
| fice all other considerations to his official obliga. 


tions, you should give him adequate compensation, 


and shield his professional and his national pride, 


You should take into account the station and the 
associations in contact with which you place him 
by this extraordinary service. I hope, I feel, that 
this does not require further argument. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The amendment offered 


| by the Senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Smita] | 


see no objection to whatever. It seems to me to 
be appropriate to fix the salary of the officers, and 
I donot olyject to the 
amendment of the Senator from Mississippi, {Mr, 


| Davis,] although it takes the matter a little out of 


the channel | had designed for this bill; but if he 
thinks it necessary for the public service, | shall 
not consume any time in objecting to it. Let me 
say it is gery desirable to get through with the 
bill. 

Mr. SMITH. [cordially approve of the amend- 
ment suggested by my honorable friend from Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr. Davis.] | wish to call his attention, 
however, to a provision contained in the House 
bill, having in view, in part, the very object the 
honorable Senator has adverted to. ‘Lhe object of 
that amendment is to vest in the President power 


when stationed on the Pacific coast, and especially 
in California, where we all know that their regu- 
lar pay is not sufficient to cover their expenses; 
and it may be in consequence of that fact that this 
provision has been inserted in the House bill, in 
order that the President may be clothed with dis- 
eretion in the matter to make such extra allow- 
ances aS may be just and reasonable to cover the 
extra expenses of the officers of the regular army 
that may be engaged in the service. The amend- 
ment of my honorable friend applies only to one 
officer—the astronomer—attached to the commis- 
sion for running the boundary. I suppose he will 
be from the corps of topographical engineers. 
There will be other officers of that corps associ- 
ated with him in that duty. Colonel Emory and 
some other officers were originally detailed for 
assistance in the discharge of those duties. | sug- 
gest, therefore, that there ought to be a provision, 
us there is in the House bill, to clothe the Presi- 
dent with the power of making such extra allow- 
ances to all those officers detailed to the perform- 


/in consequence of the extraordinary expenses 


which they must necessarily incur. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 have no doubt 


; . can be completed as soon as funds have been fur- ‘| that there should be such a general provision as 
propose to raise any question on that point; for it | nished. The officer in command, who has acted || has been described by the honorable Senator from 


as the astronomer, has directed this to be done by | 
his lieutenant. It is to trace the line, and set up 


Connecticut (Mr. Suita} for an extra allowance 
to officers who are stationed on the Pacific coast, 


- || in Oregon and in California, as well as on the bound- 


The amendment which I propose to offer is to | ary survey; and I —_ that some such provision 
et 


. add, after the word “surveyor,”’ in the amend- || may be adopted. 
ion of both the Senate and the House bill, to || ment of the Senator from Connecticut, 


*©and the 


which I have referred. I propose in this amend. || astronomer,” and after the words “ dollars per 


ment that the salary of the commissioner and the || 
surveyor shall be fixed at $3,000 per annum. And || 
here I would state that neither Colonel Weller || 
nor Mr. Gray have received any compensation | 
for several months. I have examined very care- || 
fully the papers and correspondence sent to the 
Senate and not yet printed, relating to the execu- 


tion of this article of the treaty, a 


I find that the |! 


} 





annum,” the words “and either of these duties | 
being, or having been, performed by an officer of | 


I do not feel that the 
amendment which I have offered would be ren- 
dered unnecessary even by such a general pro- 
vision. 

The fact, Mr. President, is simply this: An of- 


the army, that his pay during the time of the em- || ficer is selected for duty on the boundary survey; 


ployment shall be increased to that sum.” 

1 offer this amendment for the foflowing reasons: | 
and requires a higher grade of acquirement than 
that of commissioner or surveyor. The surveyor 


late Administration did not fix any salaries for || is in fact a subordinate officer to the astronomer. || to 


rif he be assigned to his brevet rank, and have @ 
| command equal to that rank, he is allowed brevet 


| The duty of an astronomer is quite as dignified, | pay. But when, as at this time, the command i 
| reduced below ‘that dueto the brevet rank, [ uo- 


derstand the decision to be that he is then reduced 
his original pay. The proposition to which 
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eee 
se Senator refers is highly proper. Officers serv. | 
oa yoon that service, or any other in Oregon and 
c. should be provided for by some such 


~plifornin i 
Onneement; but the case of the astronomer is one 
ar 





uliar kind. The duties are of high die- 


erent: If he should be a lieutenant, his | 


iwevet pay, even if allowed for the highest brevet | 
he would hold, would not be sufficient to place him | 
' an equality with those with whom he would 
teassociated. His pride and ours should not per-_ 
mit him to hold less than an equal position, and | 
oally to sustain it. | 

Mr. SMITH. I intended to say when I was | 
gp before, in answer to some remarks of the hon- | 
pale Senator from Mississippi, (Mr. Davis}— 
hough Lam not about to go into a discussion of 
the question, whether this work has been pros- 
sated as it should have been by the commis- 
sioner—that I am not prepared to admit that 
mthing more could have been done than merely 
ging the initial point on the coast and surveying 
the conjunction of the Gila and Colorada rivers, 
and the running of some four or five miles of the 
jine during this long period of time, and by the 
expenditure of the whole appropriation of $50,000, 
anda great deal more. Yes, sir, | venture to say | 
that $25.000 more will be required to cover the | 
expenses that have been occasioned in addition 
during this year. 

[am familiar with all the facts on this swhject. | 
| will not now bring them before the Senate, 
heranse I do not choose to occupy the time. I 
admit there is a propriety for the suggestion the 
Senator has made—that of fixing an initial point on 
the Pacific, and the latitade and longitude of the 
Colorado river. [ admit that an important and 
difieult part is that of running a line from the Pa- 
cife coast to the junction of the river Gila; but | 
am not prepared to agree to the correctness of the 
remark of the honorable Senator, that this opera- 
tion constitutes an essential and highly important 
nartof the whole business of running this line. 
vis very far from it. The latitude and longitude | 
of many other points will have to be calculated for 
adictance of some two or three thousand miles, | 
which will have to be run over. [ do not know | 
how fara line is to be ran; but all the circumflex- 
ions of the river are to be made on the map, and 
the calculations are to be made. These calcula- | 
tions are to be made on astronomical principles; 
and if no more progress is to be made than here- 
tofore, L venture to say that it will not be com- 
pleted in several — It has not been prosecuted 
with the vigor that it ought to have been during 
the past year. I make these remarks with great 
deference and respect to my honorable friend, and 
say that it is not a question now properly before 
us; nor can I by any means concede that the work 
has been properly prosecuted during the last year. 

Mr. DAVIS. . I do not understand the question 
tobe now properly hefore the Senate, nor do [ 
bring it either properly or improperly before this 
body. I speak rather to what had been done, and 
my remarks should apply to that. 

The Senator, in his hot zeal to ran down this 
commissioner, goes beyond anything I suggested, 
and states a position as taken by me such aa I 
have not taken, and cannot take. The papers re- | 
lating to this subject, as the Senator has said, have 
gone to that bourne from which they seldom re- 
turn—the printers of the Senate—and what amount 
of money has been expended, I do not know, and 
therefore have not spoken of it. Whether the 
commissioners have been economical or not, I do 
hot say; nor do I think it germane to the present 
subject. I spoke of what had been done to estab- 
lish a boundary, and I call Senators to a consider- 
ationofthe point. The Senator assumed that litttle 
hed been done thus far. Now,sir,how does heex- | 
plain it? By showing that astronomical observa- 
tions have tobe madeelsewhere. Well,sir, any one 
who is competent to act as commissioner can take | 
an observation every night, with a sufficient degree 
of accuracy, when he has already established 
initial points. Moreover, upon the boundary of 
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the Gila, he will find that these observations have 
slreedy been made, and twelve different points 
have been fixed by astronomical obser ration. I 
do not know that anything more will be required. 

great and difficult problem to solve was the 
tstablishment of an initial point, and the direction 
connect the point on the 


of the line which would 





vv and great importance. He is associated with | 
mye of the Mexican service of high rank and 
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coast with the point*on the Colorado river. It 
was not necessary that any one of great seienre 
and experience should attempt these observations. 
The Senator from Connecticut treats it, however, 
as though it were to be run as a line of survey 
like that of the public lands—setting down Jacob’s 
staff, and then running a line until it would strike 
the equator. It was a great astronomical problem; 
and so far as that is concerned we are unable to 
judge of it in advance. We must have the data 
before we express an opinion. The Senator has 
access to -the papers, and [ have not. If he is 
prepared to make the charge, 1 am ready to an- 
swer it. 

Mr. FOOTE rose for the purpose of depreeating 
any further debate on a purely mathematical ques- 


tion. 

Mr. DICKINSON hoped honorable Senators 
would let this question drop, and, as the chancel- 
lors say, “* neither affirm nor deny it.” (Laugh- 


ter. 

ie. SMITH having accepted the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Davis, the question was then 
taken upon the amendment as modified, and it 
war agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, proposed the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

For compensation of two watchmen, to be empléred in 
preserving the public grounds about the Capitol, at the rate 
of $73) each per annum. 

I will make a brief explanation, Mr. President, 
of this matter. 
has been employed many years about the Capital, 
and who has been lodged at the west end of the 
public ground. Other persons are employed about 
the Canital as policemen, whose duties are within 
the Capitol. The number of policemen employed 
is reported as not more than sufficient for the per- 
formance of their appropriate duties within the 
Capitol. In the mean time the grounds about the 
Capitol are exposed to trespasses of various kinds, 
which have occasioned great injuries in the de- 
struction of flowers, &e. Among other things that 
have been destroyed, was one side of a beautifully 
trimmed box. In order to prevent intrusion upen 
the grass plots, and the injury of the shrubs, iron 
wires have been put up for protection. Still it is 
found that the trespasses continue; and as there is 
but one watchman, and he a very old man, and 
stationed at the west end, it is impossible to pre- 
vent these tresnasses, especially on the east side of 
the Capitol. Two watchmen, therefore, are pro- 
posed to be provided, in order that they may be 
stationed on the north and seuth sides of the 
building, to be on duty from early in the morning 
until 10 o’clock at night, when the gates are to be 
closed. The purpose will be so readily under- 
stood and appreciated, that I deem it unnecessary 
to make any further explanation. 

The question being taken upon the amendment, 
it was sereed to. 

Mr. DICKINSON. The Committee on Fi- 
nance, on the recommendation of the Secretary of 
War, propose another amendment. It is for the 
reconnoissance of a military read, which was or- 
dered by General Worth through Texas. 

The amendment is as follows: 

“< Por expenses of military reconnoiseance in Texas, in- 
cluding examination of a new route from San Antonin, 
Texas, to El Passo, New Mexico, made in the year 1349, 
$3,967 17%? 

Mr. RUSK. I would like to know if there is 
any communication from the War Department in 
relation to that road. 

Mr. DICKINSON replied that there was. 

Mr. RUSK. That, however, may be of no 
consequence. I know that $50,000 were appro- 
priated for the purpose of making an examination 
there. 1 have heard nothing of this appropriation 
since. I understand this appropriation to be to 
pay for the actual expenses of the survey that has 
been maile. 

Mr. DICKINSON. This amendment is con- 
nected with another matter, and [ suspect has 
nothing to do with the $50,000. That must have 
been another matter altogether. 

Mr. CASS. | now renew my amendment to 
strike out the following appropriation: 

* For outfit of chargé d’affaires to Austria, four thousand 
five hundred dollar<.” 

Mr. FOOTE suggested that, if the honorable 
Senator would allow him, he would propose an 
amendment to this by which two objects would 
be accomplished; it was in relation to the reés- 
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| tatlishment of the dipinmatic relations with the 
| Central Government of Germany. 

Mr. CASS. I am not going to detain the Sen- 
| ate with any observations on thin subject. The 
|} ground has been gone over. This motion is 
| Stronger than the former one. QO! jections were 
} made to the other which cannot relate to this. 
i This does not require the sending of a special min- 
| ister, as the distinguished Senater from Kentucky 
| preposed, to beard the Emperor of Austria in his 
palace. It is just as much a question which con- 
| cerns all constitutional Governments, whether 
| monarchical or republican: it belangs to the peace- 
| holding power. It gives ne offence to any one. 
|| It is simply a question of polineal expediency. I 
| agree with what the honorable Senator from Mis- 
| sissippi has said. | believe the best course would 
| he to abolish the mission to Austria, and that to 
| Prussia, and to renew the relations with the Cen- 
| tral Government of Germany. There te the foun- 
| tain of liberal principles. leis that point to whieh 
| 
| 














every German wishing his country to be free— 
wishing for the progress of lberal principles — 
| turns his attention, Let aus sympathize with this 
| feeling, and do what lutle we can towards its en- 
couragement. If there is to be a regeneration in 
| Germany, it must depend wpon the central au- 
thority. 
| I do not make the motion now, but I agree fully 
with what has been said by the Senator from Mia- 
sissippi, that this is the course we ought to adopt. 
Mr. KING. 1 had hoped, after my friend from 
Michigan had discussed his resolution to discon- 
| tinue the diplomatic relations with Ausirm, he 
| would have been satisfied to let the matter rest, 
; and not have brought tt up in a different shape by 
striking her out of an appropriation till, which ts 
| Substantially the same thing as if we had adopted 
his resolution to discontinue those relations. Now, 


sir, it is very unpleasant to go into any discussion 
upon this subject. No man feels a greater sym- 
| pathy for those gallant spirits struggling for their 
nationality than | do, or a greater abhorrence for 
the cruelty practised upon them by the Govern- 
ment of Austria. © | will not enter into a strict ex- 
amination in order to ascertain whether that etrue- 
gle was a struggle for the freedom of all mankind. 
I doubt it very much. | know the condinon of 
the masses there in years gone by. It certeiniy 
| was no better, if as good, as in Austria proper. 
| That they were struggling for national existence, 
for rights secured to them when they entered into 
acompact with Austria, we all know. That these 
rights have been invaded, cannot be demed; and 
| that they have had a proper respect for their own 


| standing as a nation, and have determined to aa- 


| sert those rights, is creditable to them. As to its 
| being beneficial to the masses, in freeing them 
|| from degradation, | believe every gentleman who 
| hears me is inclined to doubt. 

| Well, sir, leaving that out of view, | was very 
much opposed to seeing this question brought up 
| again. Let us look at the thing as it now stands 
with regard to us. Our intercourse with Austria 
commenced only a few years ago. It was com- 
| menced in consequence of the expressed wieh of 
| the Government of Austria that such relations 
should exist between us. Well, was it for our in- 
terest?—did we look at our interest when we 
established those relations? We looked at noth- 
ing else. We believed a state of things justified 
and reqnired that we should have a diplomatic 
agent there, to attend to the commercial interests 
of the United States, as well as to afford reasonable 
protection to American citizens who were to be 
found there. Has it altered since? Have our re- 
lations with Austria undergone such a change as 
to render it improper that this Government sh: uld 
5 to advance its commercial interests? 





Every gentleman knows that our commercial in- 
tercourse with Austria has greatly increased since 
that time, and promises to be exceedingly lucra- 
tive. We know the business of the Unived States 
with Austria has nearly quadrupled in the course 
of a few years. Weare carrying on our inter- 
course with the very heart of Austria. Great 
importations are made from Vienna itself. What 
then do we accomplish by discontinuing this mis- 
sion? We leave the commerce to the protection 
of whom? Consula;and why? If it is because 
you deprecate the conduct of Austria—considering 
it so objectionable that you may withhold your 
intercourse—why 


Why keep them th 


withdraw your consuls? 


? Ie it lesa objectionable to 
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keep your commercial agencies in the hands of || do not pass this appropriation now. primey will || propriation, when we shall have the Matter y me 
consuls within the limits of Austria, than to keep | go on as usual, notwithstanding what my honor- || better advisement; and if it be deemed pro nder 
a chargé d’affaires there to attend to these very || able friend from Alabama has said. I say that it || continue this mission, I shall then be pre Per to ; 
interests, which can more effectually be protected || will never change the importations one cent; it || vote for the appropriation. Pared tg hi 
by him? Sir, I do not conceive, myself, that it is || will make no more change than it would upon our Mr. HALE. I hope I am not trespassin “ 
necessary to dwell upon this subject. Whatever | importations from the moon. We had a minister || the Senate, when I rise to say, with teferenn iste 
may be the feelings in consequence of this consid- || there, at a salary of $9,000, and this was reduced || the Austrian mission, that we who favor ie a ru 
eration, honorable senators generally are not pre- | to a chargéship, at a salary of $4,500; and if we || mination have been treated somewhat unkindly. how 
pared to sacrifice the interests of this country, by || abolish this, it will not have the slightest effect || and particularly if the attempt is serious! m Y \ 
discontinuing this mission, which is essential to || upon our commercial relations. Austria has no || to do that which is intimated by the Senator ir ¢ P 
the continuing of those interests. | right to find the slightest fault. Now let this mat- |} Mississippi, to make us eat our own s eches “ J 
Now, sir, in regard to this confederated mission: || ter go over, and come up in the diplomatic bill in || think that would be most unkind. hope th ma 
When that mission was established, or rather when || its proper place. If it await its regular time, no || such a fateas that will never be reserved fo, Arn rea 
Mr. Donelson was transferred from Berlin, the ob- || public interest will suffer from the delay. of us, and that we shall never be compelled to " 
ject of this Government was a laudable one. It || Mr. FOOTE. I think that those of us who are || down to such a meal. 1 would say further that . 
then seemed that there would be a confederated || in favor of terminating diplomatic relations with || some of us who are opposed to the mission haye red 
government established in Germany—a govern- || the Austrian Government, and who have main- || been used uncourteously and unkindly by some Man 
ment established upon very liberal principles— | tained to the full extent of the ability they pos- || of our own associates and friends, because we . 
which would raise the masses in their own esti- |, sessed the ground thus taken, have been trea went with the Senator from Mississippi for the | 
mation, and elevate them somewhere near to a | little badly by some in relation to the matter under || suppression of this mission; but | wanted to Bub. 
level of the masses in our owncountry. Our Gov- || consideration. It is now urged upon us that we || mit more with it. I wanted to take the whole a 
ernme''t, therefore, feeling a great interest, deter- || should vote for an appropriation that we cannot || batch of tyrants, Russia, Austria, and Prussia : 
mined to send our minister there, in order that he || conscientiously sanction. It is gravely proposed || the whole of them, and get rid of them all; and | h 
might be always in readiness to assist with hisad- || to us who have sustained this measure, that we || think it is unfair for the Senator from Michigan 
vice, so that they might carry out their plan in || shall eat up the speeches heretofore delivered in its || pick out his rogue, and want him taken and con- : 
some degree of conformity with our own system. | support in this hall—that we shall act in contra- || demned, while he lets the others go. 1 think we ‘ 
We all know it did not succeed. We know that, || vention of our calm and solemn arguments, hereto- || had better allow this subject to be passed by, until " 
after lingering for a time, it disappeared. And || fore delivered on this floor, and give our legislative || gentlemen are prepared to act upon all the cases 
what is the government now? What is the gov- | sanction to enormities of which we have heretofore || together. , 
ernment of Frankfort at this time? It is a gov- || complained, (which | will not now particularize,) Mr. DICKINSON. I did not favor the retain. . 
ernment proposed by Russia, arranged and estab- | and stand committed before the community in || ing of this amendment in the deficiency bili, lt : 
lished by Russia; objected to by Austria, Bavaria, || favor of keeping up diplomatic relations with Aus- || came to us from the House of Representatives by 
Hanover, and several smaller States of Germany. || tria, while a resolution for discontinuing those || and I preferred that it should be stricken out, byt 
Mr. FOOTE said he would not bring forward || relations is pending before this body. Is it not || the remainder of the committee thought otherwise P 
that amendment at present, but would reserve the || reasonable, is it anything less than reasonable, || and we reported it. My reason for wishing fr 
question until a proper time, that we should urge that this thing should not be || strike it out was, that it was inappropriate to the @ 
Mr. KING. Very well, sir. My informationis || hastily decided, but that it should be considered || deficiency bill. 1 had also other reasons, satisfac. te 
such that it cannot be questioned. I venture tosay, || carefully? It is a grave and important question. || tory to myself, which I will not detain the Senate b 
that if the gentleman will look at the documents, | Having insisted on it heretofore as a serious ques- || by stating. I now beg the Senate to come tog P 
and see what is the precise condition of things, || tion, one involving the honor of the Government, || vote upon this subject, and dispose of it. This 
he will not attempt to establish this confederated | have we not a right to expect of our brethren here || question of the suspension of diplomatic inter. 0 
government at Frankfort. However, when the | that they will not urge us to vote precipitately || course with foreign nations will appropriately be 
gentleman brings forward his proof to show that || upon it? When the resolution relating to this || before us when the civil and diplomatic bill is y d 
there is a confederated government there, we may |, matter shall have been taken up and acted upon, || for consideration, and then the sense of the Senate 
then take into consideration the propriety of send- || and that action shall be unfavorable, then it will || can be taken. ' 
ing a minister there. Until that is established, [ || be time enough to provide an appropriation for Mr. KING. One word. I do not wish to detain 
venture to say that it cannot be established. It is || this mission. I insist that this proposition is ex- || the Senate, but my friend on my right (the Senator 
not proper to discontinue a mission useful in itself, || ceedingly reasonable, to say the least of it, under || from Mississippi) seems to imply that this meas. | 
with a view to establish one which we do not know || the circumstances alluded to by the Senator from || ure is forced upon him, and those who think with t 
—one which my friend himself does not know— || Michigan, that are of too delicate a character tobe || him, because they will have to vote for what \ 
would be beneficial. I believe it would be of no || fully explained here, and which furnish an impe- || they have heretofore expressed their determination 


earthly service—none at all. I honestly entertain 
that opinion. I think it beneficial for the present 
to continue this mission. We have great commer- 
cial interests at stake, and we ought not to sacrifice 
them. 


Mr. DICKINSON. It is very obvious that we 


cannot enter upon an extended discussion of this | 


complicated subject, and I hope it will not be pur- 
sued further. 

Mr, FOOTE said he had just learned that there 
were some important papers sent to the Senate the 
other day, bearing upon this question of the Aus- 
trian mission. He understood that the Secretary 
of State had received these papers; and being 


very willing to get at all the facts, and as these || 
papers were ordered to be printed, he would sug- | 


gest to the Senator from New York whether it 
would not be better to postpone the further con- 
sideration of this matter until they could get these 
papers and examine them. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Iam perfectly willing that 
this matter should be postponed, and that is what 
I was about to suggest. If we have to wait till 


matters relating to our foreign relations be printed, | 


and to go through a disctssion which will prob- 
ably last for weeks, we will never get through 
this business. I think the vote should be taken 
upon the question which is now before us; and 
then if there is anything that requires to he put 
down or to be put up, any mission to be discon- 
tinued, or one to be established where we now 
have none, I will come here ae! day or any night 
and sit here until the matter is disposed of. But I 
cannot believe that it is proper to delay this bill, 
which is wanted for various pur » for this 
question, which has no relation with it one way 
or the other. This bill should be acted upon now, 
and the other questions when it is necessary to 
do 80. 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, why push this 
matter now? Why not pass it by till the regular 
diplomatic bill comes up?_ There is no hurry 
about it? The world will still turn round, if we 





| rious reason for not voting for this appropriation 
|| at the present time, but that action upon it shall 
|| be deferred. We are not asking Senators to com- 
|| mit themselves against diplomatic relations with 
|| Austria; we only ask that the question remain 
|| open for the present—that is all—in order that we 
may take a grave and deliberate view of the ques- 
tion at the proper time. We have a right to ask 
it. 

As to the commercial reasons stated by the Sena- 
tor from Alabama in reply to the Senator from 
|| Michigan, it is not necessary for me to say a word 
in reference to them; but I beg leave to say that I 
|| have examined the subject also; and, though not 
so competent to judge as some other Senators on 
the floor, | am thoroughly persuaded that it is ex- 
pedient to renew diplomatic relations with the 
Central Government of Germany; that it was not 
expedient to suppress that mission; for I assert it 
to have been suppressed, although it has been de- 
clared to us to be only suspended. I challenge a 
denial of this assertion from the honorable Senator 
from Connecticut, or any one who feels authorized 
to speak for the Administration on the subject. It 
was suppressed, too, at a time when that mission 
| was likely to prove highly advantageous to the 
| cause of freedom. It was more important in a 
| commercial point of view than the Austrian mis- 
| sion ever was. My friend fron Michigan has de- 
| clined entering upon this discussion at the present 
| time, and I perfectly agree with him. When the 

roper time arrives, I shall endeavor to extend to 

im my feeble aid, in maintaining the proposition 
that it is expedient not only to terminate diplo- 
matic relations with Austria, but to renew those 
relations withGermany. That single mission is, in 
| my opinion, sufficient to answer all the purposes 
| that can be required, whether diplomatic or com- 
| mercial. My only object, however, at the present 
| time, is to have a vote upon the question, and re- 














| ject the appropriation at this time; the Treasury 
| will not be exhausted one, two, or three months 
\) hence. There is sufficient time to make the ap- 





not to support, the continuation of diplomatic 
relations with Austria. This bill, sir, came from 
the House of Representatives, and I myself would 
have preferred that this particular part of it should 
have been inserted in the civil and diplomatic appro- 
priation bill. I should not have been opposed, 
however, to striking out this particular amend- 
ment, but the ground upon which the honorable 
Senator from Michigan places the proposition for 
striking it out, renders it impossible for me to vole 
for that proposition. He places it upon the ground 
that we ought to discontinue diplomatic relations 
with Austria. Now, I am not prepared to vole 
for that. I think that those relations should be 
continued, and hence the difficulty I have in voung 
for the proposition to strike out. 1 would be will 
ing that this appropriation should be provided for 
at a proper period, were it not that it is put upon 
this ground. 

Mr. CASS. Every gentleman of course votes 
for reasons of his own, and not for reasons that 
may be assigned by others. If any gentleman 
thinks it inexpedient that the appropriation should 
be contained in this bill, and vote for striking \t 
out, he will not stand committed to any reasons 
that may influence my vote in a similar direction. 
The salary is provided for already by law until 
the Ist of July, and the whole question is opel 
to be determined hereafter. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I desire the privilege of 
cording my name on this proposition, and I there: 
fore ask for the yeas and nays. 

They were ordered, and, being taken, were ® 
follows: 

YE4S—Messrs. Atchison, Borland, Bradbury, C* 
Chase, Dickinson, Douglas, Felch, Foote, Jones, Nom 
Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Sturgeon, Walker, and Wor 
NAYS. Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Butler, 
Clay, Clemens, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Daytot, 
Downs, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, King, Mang™® 
Miller, Morton, Pearce, Phelps, Seward, Smith, Spruas® 
Turney, Underwood, Wales, and Yulee—23. 


The bill as amended was then reported; 








16, 


Inder 
EF to 
red lo 


Mg On 
CE to 
8 ter. 
ndly, 
Made 
from 
8. | 
that 
r any 
to sit 
, that 
have 
some 
e We 
r the 
Sub. 
Vhole 
188ia, 
and | 
an to 
con- 
k we 
until 
Caseg 


slain. 
. It 
Lives, 
'y but 
Wise, 
Ig to 
0 the 
isfac. 
enate 
> toa 
This 
inter. 
ly be 
I$ up 
enate 


etain 
nator 
eas: 
with 
what 
ation 
matic 
from 
vould 
rould 
ppro- 
psed, 
rend- 
rable 
in for 
) vote 
‘ound 
tions 
vote 
ld be 
oting 
will- 
od for 


upon 


votes 
| that 
eman 
nould 
ng it 
1S0NS 
tion. 
until 


open 


of re- 
here: 


re as 


Cass, 
Norris, 
Whit 


B ther, 
ay 108, 
ngas, 
yance, 


|; the 





1850. * 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


747 








net were concurred in, and the bill was | 
end 10 be engrossed and read a third time. 





\r. WHITCOMB. I have an amendment | 
‘ich 1 desire to offer to this bill. 
vin) PRESIDING OFFICER. It is now too | 


. the bill has been ordered to be engrossed and 
ae third time. ‘The Senator can, if he chooses, 


move a reconsideration of that vote. 


Ww HITCOMB. I will then move a recon- | 
sideration of the vote. 

\Mr. DICKINSON. Perhaps the amendment 
gay be admitted by unanjmous consent; let it be | 
<. amendment was read, as follows: 


« Provided, That so much of any law now in force which 
wires or authorizes any further contract or contracts for 
wards the Patent Office building, according to the ori- 
ae plan, without the further action of Congress, be and | 
. same is hereby, repealed.” 
Mr. HUNTER. I do not understand the | 
amendment exactly. Does the Senator propose | 
i arrest the progress of the building? 
Mr. WHITCOMB. I propose to prevent fur- 
ther contracts from being made until some action 

shall be taken by Congress upon the subject. 

Mr. HUNTER. Let the amendment be rea 
again. . 

“The amendment was again read. 

Mr. HUNTER. The amendment will accom- 
lish more, perhaps, than the Senator from Indi- 
sna intends. The $90,000 herein appropriated is 
not to pay arrearages, but for work hereafter to 
be done, and this amendment will confine it to the 
ayment of arrearages. 

Mr. BADGER. I must withhold my consent 
fom the consideration of this proposition; and I 


such will be the opinion in California—yes, sir, 





suggest that the motion to reconsider be made a 
test vote; and that the reconsideration be voted for 
by those only who are disposed to support this 
roposed amendment. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I move a reconsideration 
of the vote ordering the bill to a third reading. 

The question being put, the motion was, upon a 
division, negatived—ayes 15, noes 27. 

The bill was then read a third time by its title 
and passed. 


. THE COMPROMISE COMMITTEE. 


Mr. FOOTE. I rise for the purpose of asking 
the consentof the Senate to renew a certain motion, 
which I had the honor of introducing the other day, 
for raising a committee of thirteen. 

Mr. DAYTON. It appears to me that, as the | 
hour is far advanced, it is hardly worth while to | 
go into a discussion of the questions involved in | 
that motion; and, as there is much business press- 
ing upon us of an Executive character, with the | 
consent of the Senator from Mississippi, I will 
move now that the Senate go into an Executive 
session. 

Mr. FOOTE. I cannot consent to withdraw 
my motion, sir. 

Mr. DAYTON. I hope, then, that the vote 
will be taken upon it at once, and that the propo- 
sition will be voted down. 

Mr. FOOTE. However urgent or pressing Ex- 
ecutive business may be, this is equally so. There 
is no necessity for further discussion upon it; nor, 
in my opinion, will any discussion take place 
among those who are really anxious to secure the 
admission of California, and to establish territo- 
nal governments in Utah and New Mexico. These | 
are matters of imperious moment, infinitely more 
important than anything else I can imagine. Ido 
not feel authorized to give way for any business | 
whatever. I repeat, that I think it is most ob- 
vious that there is no necessity for further discus- 
sion upon this proposition. Itis simply a motion | 
‘0 appoint a committee, and upon those who are 
resolved to engage in discussion be the respon- 
sibility of postponing the admission of Califor- 
nia. I, as one not hostile to the measure—as one 
originally friendly to the measure—as the one who 

rst proposed the admission of California in the 
Senate of the United States nearly two years ago— 
I declare for one that | should conceive myself 
responsible for the postponement of the act of ad- 
mission, if I were to introduce amendment upon 
amendment, not pertinent to the question in hand, 
Orattempt by an unseasonable discussion to r- 
long a debate, the only effect of which would be 
the stponement of the admission of California. 
Such is the judgment of the country; such is the 
deliberate oo expressed by every leading print 
in the Confederacy, except the miserable abolition 











papers—the Albany Journal, et id genus omne; and 





such will be the opinion of every intelligent, rea- 
sonable person in California, if the postponement | 
of her admission be brought about by unnecessary 
impediments thrown in the way of legislation on 
the subject. And I tell the honorable Senator from 
New Jersey that I am prepared now to act upon 
the motion, believing that it will result in attaining 
the object which we all desire to accomplish—the 
speedy settlement of all the questions connected | 
with this unfortunate question of slavery. Sir, I 
beg leave, before | sit down, by way of relieving 
the gravity of discussion—by way of showing that | 
there is something like unanimous public senti- 
ment on this question, and all questions connected 
therewith, to read a very short extract from what 
[ hold in my hand. There was a public meeting 
held the other day in New York, assembled under 
the most interesting auspices; composed of as in- 
telligent men as any in the Union—as patriotic 
men as any that ever assembled—among whom 
there was a free interchange of opinion; and there 
seemed to be an undivided sentiment, first, in re- 
gard to the importance of this committee, with a 
view to the reéstablishment of harmony and con- 
cord in this Republic; and, secondly, in favor of 
the plan which some of us have been advocating 
here within the last week—the blending of the 
measure for the admission of California, with 
other measures for the establishing of territorial 
governments. Now, with a view of showing sim- 
ply the sentiment which pervaded the meeting, I 
beg leave to read a very short extract from a song 
that was sung on the occasion, the greater part of 
which is very complimentary to one who is now 
known, and honorably known, as the Nestor of 
the Senate. I will read the concluding stanza. It 
runs thus: 
*¢ Disputed questions in one bill 
Should pass without delay ; 
Quit party strife for their country’s good— 
So all the people say. 
For on the question to refer, 
H. Clay did not forget 
To put in California, 
Utah, and Deseret.”’ 

This | conceive to be a most authentic declara- 
tion of public opinien; and | therefore appeal to 
the Senator from New Jersey to defer to that pub- 
lic sentiment, to defer at once to what all the peo- 

le say, and let it be done without delay. 

Mr. CLAY. | have not risen to prolong this 
diseussion, for I think it would be unfortunate if 
it were extended far. But I have risen to say two 
words. One is, that | hope there will be a decis- 
ion promptly upon the question of committee or 
no committee. Let the thing be disposed of ab- 
solutely and finally. The other is, that there is a 
particular reason why a decision should be had 
to-day, if I have been rightly informed in relation 
toa matter of fact; and that is, that to-morrow a 
committee composed of six members of this Cham- 
ber will depart from this city with the remains of 
the lamented Calhoun. New, it would be very 
discourteous towards those gentlemen, and per- 
haps improper, if this be the fact, to take . the 
subject in the absence of that committee. It is 
very important therefore that we now decide the 
question. 

Mr. MASON. I rise only to say, sir, that the 
intimation respecting the departure of the com- 
mittee is not entirely correct. The honorable 
Senator has been misinformed. The committee 
upon whom this duty has been devolved will prob- 
ably leave Washington on Monday next. 

Mr. CLAY. Ah! I have been misinformed. 

Mr. MASON. While up, and while adverting 
to this mission, I will take occasion further to say, 
that, upon an interchange of opinion among the 
gentlemen constituting the committee, they have 
expressed the confident hope and expectation 
among themselves that, while they are absent upon 
such a duty as that which is required at their 
hands by the Senate, the business of the Senate 
will be so arranged that no vote shall be taken 
upon a subject of such deep interest until their re- 
turn, which will be as speedy as the occasion will 
admit. 

Mr. DAYTON. In reference to the matter im- 
mediately under consideration, I object to the con- 
sideration of this resolution now, for the simple 
reason that | think it must be perfectly obvious 
to every Senator present that, if you take up this | 
resolution, the balance of the day will be wasted | 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





to no possible ga When we reflect upon 


the condition of that resolution and the amend- 
ments to it, which already lie upon your table, and 
those which may yet be offered, it must be per- 
fectly obvious to every member of the Senate that 
that resolution cannot now be put to the vote. It 
is now within an hour of the time at which the 
Senate usually adjourns. We may dispose of 
some business in Executive session—very much 
of which is pressing upon us, and which ought to 
have been disposed of long ago—and by this 
means appropriate the remainder of the day very 
profitably. 

Mr. FOOTE. Iam sorry to feel under the ne- 
cessity of pressing my motion. So far as I am 
concerned, I wish the subject embraced in my res- 
olution to be taken up. f think itcan be disposed 
of in half an hour, or three-quarters of an hour at 
the furthest. 

Several Senators. No, no! it cannot be deci- 
ded in that time. 

Mr. BUTLER. As there 1s some business 
pressing upon us which requires immediate atten- 
tion, | hope the honorable Senator from Missis- 
sippi will withdraw his motion to take up this 
subject now. I would be willing that he should 
take up his resolution, if it could be disposed of in 
the time which he suggests, but | do not think 
that is possible; and | therefore prefer the sugges- 
tion of the Senator from New Jersey, that we now 
proceed to the consideration of Executive business. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I wish to say, Mr. President, 
that I think it is full time that we should come to 
a final determination of this question, and say 
whether or not this committee shall be appointed. 
For myself, I see no necessity for a committee to 
consider the question of the admission of Califor- 
nia; but I think we ought to determine the matter 
in one way or another, either by appointing the 
committee, or by deciding that we will not appoint 
it; and this question we ought to decide at once, 
If the Senate decide that they will have a com- 
mittee, it is desirable that the question should be 
poses upon immediately, in order that we may 

ave an early report and early action upon the 
subject. If this should not be determined upon, L 
desire that we may proceed at once to the consid- 
eration of the California bill. 1 can give no vote, 
therefore, that looks to delay in this matter, and 
which can have no result but that of wearing out 
the Senate, without coming to any decision of the 
ee 1 hope, therefore, that the Senate will 
ecide the point, either for or against the committee 
at once. 

Several Senators: Question—question. 

Mr. CLAY. lam seldom in the habit of call- 
ing for the yeas and nays, but I call for them now, 
and I hope they will be ordered. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DOWNS. I am as anxious as the Senator 
from Mississippi, or the Senator from Kentucky, 
or any other Senator can possibly be, that this 
question should be disposed of, and disposed of 
speedily. I have not delayed the disposition of it 
by saying a single word upon it. But it is very 
evident to me, and I think must be evident to 
every Senator present, that it cannot be disposed 
of now. However a majority of the Senate may 
be disposed to dispatch this resolution forthwith, 
it cannot be done without the unanimous action of 
the Senate. Where, then, is the use ofatiempting 
to do a thing that cannot be done? What is the 
state of things? Here is a long string of amend- 
ments to this resolution, each of which, in all 
probability, will elicit debate, and there may be 
twenty others proposed before the final question 
is taken. 

Mr. FOOTE. If the honorable Senator from 
Louisiana will allow me to interrupt him for a 
moment, I think I can save him the necessity of 

roceeding further with his remarks at present. 

me of us have thought it better to take up the 
resolution to-morrow, at half past twelve o’clock, 
than to press itat thistime. I therefore now only 
desire that it may be taken up for the purpose of 
making it the spe¢tal order to-morrow. 

Mr. DOWNS. That is just what I was going 


do. 
Mr. FOOTE. I now move, Mr. President, 
that this resolution be taken up for the purpose of 
making it the special order of the day for to-mor- 
row, at half-past twelve o’clock. 

A Senator. The yeas and nays were ordered 
on the question of taking up. 
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Mr. CLAY. 
ami nays. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
take up the reaolyution, amd it wee agreed to. 

Mr FOOTE. | now move, Me. President, that 
the further consideration of this subject be post- 
pened until to-morrow, and that it made the || 
sperial order of the day for half-past twelve o’clock 

The question was taken on the motion to post- 
pone, and it was agreed to, 

On motion by Mr. BUTLER, the Senate then 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive basi- 
nese, and, after some time spent therein, the doors 
were reopened, and 

_ The Senate adjourned. 








{ withdraw the call for tre yeas 








FIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, -Ipril 17, 1850. 


The House met at 12 0’clock. The Journal of 
yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, moved 
House proceed to the election of a Clerk. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to, 

The SPEAKER called apon Messrs. Joun A. 
Kiwe, Wwrtirser, Haymonp, Harz, and Lit- 
FLEFIELD, to act as tel ers, 

Mr. ROBINSON withdrew the nomination of 
A. J. Glossbremner. He remarked that he had 
pet him in nomination without his consent. He 
had done so under the belief that he was the only 
veraon who was likely to command the entire 
Fe iemuate vote. Finding, however, such was 
not the cese, and that a majority of the party 
seemed to prefer Judge Young, he would with- 
draw his name. He hoped that the other eandi- 


that the 


dates would be withdrawn to secure the election of || 
| 


Judge Young, for whom be intended to vote. 

Mr, LITTLEFIELD withdrew the nomination 
of Mr. Albert Smith. 

Mr. WALUEN withdrew the nomination of 
Mr. Wali-vridge; but 
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| Thompson, Wilson, and Sianly. 
| son, Powell, and R. H. Stanton. 
| man, Potter, and Venable, 


| Queen, and Woodward, 


| the tellers reported that the whole number of votes 
| given in was 175; necessary to a cheice 88; of 
which 


| 





Mr. GORMAN renewed it. 

Mr. GOODENOW stated that he had paired off 
with a gentleman on the Democratic side of the 
House, and asked to beexoused from voting. 

Mr. WHITE paid he had paired off with Mr. 
Youne, of Llinois, and asked to be excused from 
Voting, 

SIXTH VOTE. 


The roll was then called a sixth time; and the 
tellers reported that the whole number of votes 


which 

Me. Young received .. ccccccccccccccccoste 
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The following is the vote in detail, viz: 


For Mr. Young—Mesera, Atbertson, Averett, Bingham, 
Biverll, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, William 
J. Brown, Buet, J Cable, Cartier, Cleveland. W. R. W. 
Cobb, Howell Cobb, Dimmick, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, 
Ewing, Fitch, Fullot, Gerey, Grim re,Gorman, Hall, Hamil- 
ton, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harms, Hoaghind, Howard, Jones, Presion King, Le Sére, 
Leffler, Litietield, MeClernand, McDonald, McDowell, 
Robert M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Meade, Miller, 
Millxon, Morse, Olds, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Rich- 
ard-on. Robbins, Rob nson, Ross, Savage, Seddon, Frederick 
P. Staten, Strong, Sweet-er, Thomas, Jacob Thomp-on, 
Jvnes Thompson, Wiliam Thompson, Walden, Weliborn, 
Wildick Wilmot, and Wood. 

For Mr. Walker— Messrs, Alston, Andrews, Baker, Bowie, 
Briggs, Chester Butler, BE. ©. Cabett, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Calvin, Casey, Chand r, Clarke, Clingman, Corwin, De- 
berry. Dickev, Dixon, Alexander Evans, Freedley, Geutry, 
Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Haymood, Heury, George G. 
King, McGaughey, Finis E. McLean, Meacham, Moore, 
Morehead, Morin, Nes, Newell, Ogle, Outlaw, Pitman, 
Shepperd, Sprague, A. H. Stephef®, Thaddeus Stevens, 
day lor, Teonbs, Underhill, Van Dyke, Watkins, and Wil- 

arms, 

For Mr. Princle—Mes ra. Alexander, Ashmun, Bennett, 
Rokee, Brooks, Crowell, Campbeil, Cote, Conger, Fowler, 
Gon, Gould, th bard, J. A. King, Matteson, MeKis-ock, 
Nelson, Ours, Putnam, Reynolds, Rockwell, Rumsey, Sack- 
ett, Schermerhorn, Schvolerall, Silvester, Spaulding, Thur- 
man, Vinten, and Winthrop. 

For Mr. Stanshury—Messrs. Allen, Howe, Darkee, Gid- 
dings, Jutian, Root, and Tuck. 





| W. Cobb, Howell Cobb, Coleock, Dimmick, Doty, Dunhain, 


| L. Harris, Hoagtand, Howard, Robert W, Johnson, Jones, 
| Kantian, La Sare, Leffler, Little field, Mason, McClernand, 
| M: Donald, McDowell, Kob’t M. McLane, MeWillie, Meade, 
| Mutter, Moree, Old-, Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelp , 


| Frederick P. Stanton, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
| James Thompson, William ‘Thompson, Walden, Wellborn, 
| Wildrick, Wood, and Woodward. 


Butler, E. C. Cabell, Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, Chandler, 


| Haymond. Hebard, Henry, Howe, George G. King, Fis E. 


: 9 | Mclean, Meacham, Moore, Morton, Newell le, Ontlaw 
given in was 180; necessary to a choice, 91; of || ; ; culties. 2 » Oule, : 


| deus Stevens, Toombs, Underhill, and Van Dyke. 


| Camphell, Cole, Conger, Crowell, Fowler, Got, Gould, J. 





For Mr. Clarke—Messrs. Duer, Kerr, Pheonix, J. B. 






















For Mr. Porney—Messrs. Bocock, R. W. Johnson, Ma- 
For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs. Ashe, 8. W. Harris, Kauf- 
For Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs. Wallace, Holmes, Mc- 


For Mr. Smith—Mesars. Hubbard, Orr, and Sawtelle. 
For Mr. Dow—Mr. A. Jobnson. 


No choice. 


Mr. PHOENIX asked permission to offera res- 
olution, which was read for information, aa fol- 
lows, viz: 


Resolved, That James C. Waxer be, and he is hereby, 
declared elected Clerk of the House of Representatives, in 
the place of Thomas J. Campbell, deceased. 


Mr. ALBERTSON asked whether it would be 

in order to amend the resolution. 

The SPEAKER said, that the resolution was 

not before the House; and that it could not be re- 

ceived, exeept by unanimous consent. 

Objections were made to its reception. 
SEVENTH VOTE. 

The roll was then called the seventh time; and 


. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
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The following is the vote in detail, viz: 
For Mr. Young—Messrs. Albertson, Averett, Bingham, 


Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, William 
J. Brown, Buel, J. Cable, Cartier, Cleveland, Williamson R. 


Edmundson, Ewing, Fiteh, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, 
Hail, Hamilton, Haralson, Harlan, sham G. Harris, Thomas 


Riehard-on, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Seddon, 


For Mr. Waiker—Mesxsrs- Al-ton, Baker, Bowie, Chester 


Clingnman, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, A. Evans, Gentry, Hav, 


Schooleratt, Shepperd, Spaulding, A. H. Stephens, Thad- 
For Mr. Prindie—Messrs. Alexander, Bokee, Brooke, 


A. King, Matteson, MeGaughe: , Me Kissock, Nelson, Otis, 
R-ynolds, Rumsey, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 

Silvester, Thurman, Vinton, and Bennett. 
| For Mr. Stansbury—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Julian, R. 
King, Reot, Wilmot, Giddings, and Howe. 

For Mr. Clarke—Mesers. Ashman, Dixon, Duer, Kerr, 
Stanly, J. B. Thompson, Wilson, and Winthrop, 

For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs. Ashe, Hammond, 8. W. 
Harris, and Potter. 

For Mr. Glossbrenner—Messrs. McQueen, Wallace, and 
Helunes. 

For Mr. Forney—Messrs. Bocock, Powell, and R. H: 
Stanton. 

For Mr. Smith—Mr. Hubbard. 


No choice. 
Mr. SWEETSER nominated Cuartes G. 
Foon, of Ohio. 
Mr. JONES asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to offera resolution, looking to the ap- 
pointment ofa Clerk. He would offer it in blank, 
be and he is hereby declared elected 


. 


as follows: 

Resolved, ‘That 
Clerk of this House.” 

Then he said, he would let any member, who 
thought proper, move to insert a name and call 
the yeas and nays upon that motion. The House 
would thereby be brought to vote directly for or 
against the individual designated. If that motion 
| failed, let some gentleman on the other side of the 
House, if he pleased, move to fill the blank with 








the name of some man of their party, and take the 
| yeas and nays upon the motion; and so on until 
‘the name of some gentleman was proposed, who 
would be acceptable to the majority of the House. 
Objections were made. 

| The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Jongs.) The reso- 
| lution is objected to. 

Mr. JONES. Well, I expected it would be. 
| [A laugh.] 1 do not think there is a disposition 
| here to elect a Clerk at all. 
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EIGHTH VOTE. giles 
The roll was called the eighth ti ‘ 
time- Ts ‘ 
tellers reported that the whole naniber na the we 
given in was 172; necessary to a choice e les . 
whieh lee 87; of % 
Mr. Young received. ............., > Bot. 
Mr. Wiehe iA cw. Por 
Mr. Prindle.seseseseeseseeceenses & 
Mr. Clarke....0.0.ssueseencccc ds T 
Mts. Massing s i0:0 908 PPA cae Yor 
Mec Meeks: iii iccietakencn ae 
Mr. Forney... .cseqeccccsevccees, mh 0: 
Mr. Walbridge... 0. sccccccescescece,.. ; 
Mr. Glossbrenner . bse US wile} 
Mr. Smith. ..0.seecesseeeeersencs | T 
— pres 
4 ti ; 7 rf 
The following is the vote in detail, viz: " . 
For Mr. Young—Messrs. Albertson, Ay i ne 
Bissell, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown ane oe 
J. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, Cartter, Cleveland, ieee of he 
Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Colevek, Dimmick, Doty, Dunne Al 
Edmundson, Ewing, Fitch, Fuller, Gilmore, Hal! Mami’ field, 
tou, Haralson, Harlan, Isai G. Harri, Thomas |) H = aiop 
Hongtand, Robert W. Johnson, Kaufman, La Sare Leff. qhe | 
Littletield, Mason, MeClernand, MeDonald, Me Dowel! (oll 
Robert M. McLane, McMullen, Me Willie, Meade Miller. be fe 
Milison, Morse, Orr, Parker, Peuslee, Peck, Phelps, Rich” Al 


ardson, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon Fred 
erick By Stanton, Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Janes 
. Thompson, Willian Thompson, Walden, Wellborn, Wil. 


drick, Wilmot, Wood, and Woodward. Al 
For Mr. Waiker—Messrs. Alston, Andrews, Baker, Bowie Brit 
Briggs, Chester Butler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldweiy slav 
Casey, Clark, Ciingman, Corwin, Deberry, Dickey, Durr A 
Alexander Evans, Freedley, Gentry, Gould, Haliowgy’ of B 
Hampton, Hay, Haymoud, Hebard, Henry, Howe, George Jaw: 
G. King, McGaughey, McKissock, F. E. McLean, Meachaiy trad 
Moore, Morton, Nelsou, Newell, Otis, Outlaw, Phepis’ and 
Pitman, Patnam, Rockwell, Sackett, Shepperd, Spouleing, ws 
Sprague, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, fay. B 
lor, John B. Thompson, Toombs, ‘Tuck, Underhill, Vag eit 
Dyke, Watkins, and Williatns. rate 
For Mr. Prindle—Messrs. Alexander, Bennett, Bokee A 
Brooks, Campbell, Cole, Conger, Crowell, Fowler, Gon, of 
John A. King, Matteson, Silvester, Thuruian, Vinton, and law 
Winthrop. of t 
For Mr. Clarke—Measrs. Ashmun, Calvin, Chandler, soil 
Dixon, Kerr, Nes, Ozsle, Reynolds, Rumsey, Schermerhor ! 
Schoolcraft, Stanly, and Wilson. ; the 
for Mr. Stansbury—Messrs. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, 4 
Root, P. King, and Juiian. an 
For Me Fiood—Messrs. Ashe, Olds, Potter, and Sweetser, ! 
For Mr. Forney—Messrs. Bocock, Powell, aud R. i. et 
Stanton. ing 
For Mr. Walbridge—Messrs. Hammond and Robbin. ng 
For Mr. Glosebrenner— Messrs. MeQueen and Wallace. ; 
For Mr. Smith—Mr. Hubbard, ® 
No choice. " 
Mr. JONES moved that the House adjourn. su 
The motion was disagreed to. 
Mr. J. A. KING withdrew the nomination . 
of Mr. Prindle; but w 
Mr. CONGER renewed the nomination. Yi 
NINTH VOTE. ¥ 
The roll was then called the ninth time; and re 
the tellers reported thatthe whole number of votes J» 
given in was 188; necessary to a choice 95; of HR! 
which A 
Mr. Young received. .. 6... 00seeeee eee 196 
Mg. SEARO 0 s:4d cE Oh 06 CUMS o0s ec 0ce M 
Be, Bridle 65.0.00.05 dived deeiNives oseee 6 P 
Mar, Seamptety iis oss i's idivcicncctecccccece 4 
Mr. Car hauwis sate ds et cRieSh Chee cies cs l 
18 
(Mr. Sranty did not vote, having paired of \ 
with Mr. CLevecanp.] . tn 
The following is the vote in detail, viz: B 


For Mr. Young—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bing- 
ham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, Bowlin, Aibert 6. 
Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, Cart- 
ter, Howell Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Coleock, Dimmick, 
Disney, Doty, Dunham, Edinundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
Fitch, Fuller, Gerry, Gilmore, Gorman, Hall, Hamilton, 
Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hoagland, Holmes, Howan, 
Hubbard, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew John-on, Robert W. 
Johnson, Jones, Jutian, Kaufman, Preston King, La Sere, 
Letiier, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mason, MeClernand, Me 
Donald, McDowell, Robert M. Mc’ ane, McMullen, Me 
Queen, MeWillie, Meade, Miller, Millson, Morse, O'ds, 
Orr, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Ric 
ardson, Robbins, Robinson, Ross, Savage, Saw elle, Se 
don, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strom 
Sweetscr, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James ‘Thompe, 
William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Wallace, Wellbom 
Wildrick, Wilmot, Wood, and Woodward. 

For Mr. Walker—Messrs. Alexander, Al-ton, Andrew, 
Ashmun, Baker, Bennett, Bokee, Bowie, Breck, Brag 
Brooks, C. Buuler, E. C. Cabell, J. P. Caldwell Calvin, Cau 
bell, Casey, Ch_ndiler, Clarke, Clingman, Cole, Conrad, 
win, Crowell, Peberry, Dixon, Duer, A. Evans, Freed; 
Gentry, Gott, Gould, mnell, Halloway, Hampi, - 
Haymond, Henry, Howe, Kerr, G. G. King, J. G. ae 
A. King, Matteson, MeGanghey, McK ssock, F. E. McLe® 
Meacham, Moore, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, 
ell, Ogie, Otis, Outlaw, Pheenix, Piunan, Putnam, 
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~ ell, Rumsey 

pecker caulding, Sprague, A. e 

siees, B. Thompson, Tharman, Toombs, Tuck, Under- 

Taslor, pvke, Vinton, Watkins, Williams, and Winthrop, 

wa ¥ Me Prindie—Messrs. Conger, Fowler, Sackett, Heb- 
, Yekey. 

Oe. Stancbury—Messre. Allen, Durkee, Giddings, and 





Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft. Shepperd, 


~ Mr. Clarke—Mr. Wilson. 

gq there was an election. 

The SPEAKER declared that Ricnarp M. 
. J f 
vere of the House of Representatives. 
Oa motion, the House then adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were | 


oesented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
srupriaite committees: 

He Me. CROWELL: The petition of H. L. Carter and 
allie 


of half an ounce. 


jiso, the petition of O. Blake and o hers, citizens of Brim- || 
field Portage county, Ohio, praying the repeal of all laws || 


wed by Congress, authorizing or sanctioning slavery or 
pe ae trade in the city of Washington and District of 


folum ia, and if mot repealed, that the seat of Government || 


be removed to some more suitable place. es 

Aiso, the petition of Samuel Hastings and others, citizens 
ofbimfield, Portage county, Ohio, praying the prohibition of 
vaveryand the slave trade by act of Cong:ess, im atl the 
yrritories of the United States. , 

Also, the petition of Orvil Blake and others, citizens of 
frimfield, Portage county, Ohio, praying te prohibition of 
savery in all States hereafter admitted into the Union. 

Alko, the petition of William R. Kelso and others, citizens 
of Bawitield, Portage county, Ohio, praying the repeal of all 
laws adopted by Cougress, authorizing slavery and the slave 
trade in the city of Washington and District of Columbia, 
and if not repealed, that the seat of Government be removed 
tp ome more suitable place. . 

By Mr. BISSELL: The petition of H. A. Wenz and others, 
citizens of Quiney, Hlinois, praying tor a reduction in the 
rites of postage to tWo cents On prepaid letters, . 

Also, the petition of T. H. Johnson and others, citizens 
of Adams county, IMinois, praying tor the repeal of all 
aws sanctioning slavery and the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia, or that the seat of Government be removed to 
some more suitable location. 

Also, the petition of the same, praying for the abolition of 
the slave trade in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same, against the admission of 
any more slaveholding States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of William A. Prentiss and others, citi- 
zevs of the county of Adams, in the State of Illinois, pray- 


ing that persons Claimed as fugitive slaves may have the | 


right of triad by jury. 


Also, the petition of Labon G. Jones and others, citizens | 
of Perry county, Minois, praying for the removal of the | 


Kaskaskia land office, to Pinkneyville. 
Also, the petition of Jefferson Allen and others, for the 
same object. 


Also, the petition of John C. Huey and others, for the || 


sune object. 


By Mr. SPAULDING: The petition of D. Tillinghast and 


Wother members of the bar, and 4 judges in western New 
York, for a judieal district aud court of the United States 
wo be established in western New York. 

Also, the petition of sundry citizens of Buffalo for the 
passage of a law allowing American-built vexsels that may 
by any Means become the property of foreigners, or obtain 
a foreign registry, to be registered in this country as Ameri- 
can Vessels upon their again becoming the property of 
American citizens, 


By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: “The petition of John | 


M. Dutlield tor compensation for services performed for 
the United States during the late war with Mexico. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, -4pril 17, 1850. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced the fo!- 
lowing Senators as the select committee on the me- 
morial of Mr, Ellet: Messrs. Corwin, Cuay, 
Bricut, Bets, Davis of Mississippi,and Downs. 


Mr. BUTLER presented the credentials of the 
Hon. FRankuw 


cecasioned by the death of the Hon. Joun C. 
Ca.uoun, until the next meeting of the Legisla- 
lure of said State; which were read and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 


Mr. HALE. Mr, President, { hold in my hand, 
tnd have been requested to present to the Senate, 
*petiuon from a highly respectable source, name- 
ly, * the Pennsylvania Societ 


lawfully held in bond 

condition of the African race.’ 

_ The memorial represents, that this was the first 

‘nstitution established in America for the ad vocac 

of the rights of the oppressed descendants of AL 
ica; that it dates its origin as far back as the year 
13; and that among the early members of the 


ciety were several of the fathers of the Republic. | 
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They further represent, that, guided by the wise } slave trade in*the District of Columbia, end the 


. Stephens, T. Stevens, | 


the State of Hlinois, was duly elected 


citizens of Brimfield, Portage county, Obio, praying | 
reduction of postage to two cents on all prepaid letters || 





| 





| counsels of such men as Franklin, Rush, Wistar, | 
| Pemberton, Rawle, Shipley, Parish, and other 
| eminent advocates of human rights, they have 


have sought, by all peaceable and justifiable means, 
to promote justice and mercy toward tie oppressed — 


legislative halls of the country, in appeal or remon- 
strance on the same account; and now, whena 


main silent. 

'| They therefore ask you to prevent, by your ac- 
|| tion, the further extension of slavery, by attach- 
| ing to any bill for the government of the territo- 
ries of the United Stgys, the ordinance of 1787, 
more recently known Wthe Wilmot proviso. 


cur, as I doubt not do many other Senators, that 
we bring toa speedy close the protracted debate 
which has so unhappily agitated both Houses of 
Congress, by the immediate admission of Califor- 
nia into the Union, with her present boundaries 
and constitution. 

i They further express the hope, in which I trust 
|| we all concur, that in the adjustment of these great 
|| questions we do rise above ull party and sectional 
|| feelings, and, rejecting all compromises with injus- 





|| tice and wrong, promote not only the present wel- | 


| fare, but the permanent peace and greatness of our 
,| beloved country. 


, the table. 

Mr. HALE also presented a petition of citizens 
| of New Hampshire, and a petition of citizens of 
| Rhode Island, asking a reduction of the rates of 
| postage; which were referred to the Committee on 
| the Post Office and Post Roads. 
| Also, two petitions from citizens of New Hamp- 
| Shire, and a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
|| asking that no State may hereafter be admitted 
|| whose constitution does not expressly prohibit 
|| slavery within its limits; which were ordered to 
|| lie on the table. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of New Hamp- 
shire, a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
_and a petition from citizens of Wisconsin, asking 
|| that slavery and the slave trade may be prohibited 


|| Also, two petitions from citizens of New Hamp- 
shire, and a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 





|| State than where their service is claimed. 
| 





never favored violent or aggressive measures, but | 


race on whose behalf they now ask the favorable | 
interposition of Congress. They further repre- | 
sent, that their voice has often been raised in the | 


|| momentous crisis has arrived, which threatens the |) 
|| peace and stability of the Union, they cannot re- || 


They also pray, in which I most cordially con- || 


The petition was received, and ordered to lie on | 


|| by law in all the territories of the United States. | 


asking that the right of trial by jury may be | 
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| prohibition of slavery in the territories of the Uni- 
ted States; all of which said petitions were ordered 
to lie on the table. 
| Mr. MORTON presented the memorial of 
Charles Byrne and A. H. Cole, for themselvee 
| and other proprietors of a tract of land in the 
State of Florida, claimed under a Spanish grant, 
asking that they may be allowed to prove their 
tule under the act of 23d May, 1828; which was 
| referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
|, Mr. RUSK preseited a resolution of the Legis- 
lature of Texas, instructing their Senators and re< 
/ questing their Representatives in Congress to use 


| their exertions te procure the adoption of measures 


| by the Government of the Unired States with the 

| Republic of Mexico, for the mutual surrender of 
fugitives from service or Criminals eseaping from 
either country in the territories of the éther; which 

| was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

| Also, a resalution from the same, and with the 

| Same instructions, in favor of an appropriation for 
the erection of a light-house or light-boat at Brezos 

| Santiago, and at the mouth of the Rio Grande; 
| which: were ordered to lie on the table and be 
| printed, 

Also, from the same, and with like instractiona, 
in favor of: the enactment of a law extending the 
civil and criminal jurisdiction of the State of ‘Texas 
over the Red river; which was ordered to he on 

_ the table and be printed. 

Also, a resolution of the same, with like instruc 

| tions, in favor of a law establishing an additional 

distriet court of the United States in that State; 

which was laid on the table and ordered to be 

|| printed. 
'| Also, a resolutionof the same, with like instraec- 
| tions, in favor of the passage of a law placing the 
| names of the survivors of those who were wounded 
| in the revoluuonary struggle of that Siate, and the 
|| Names of the widows and orphans of those who 
| were killed or died of wounds received in that 
|| struggle, upon the pension roll of the United 
| Statea ; which was ordered to lie on the table and 
|| be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition from citi- 

| zens of New Sharon, in the State of Maine, asking 

that no State may hereafier be admitted whoee con 
| stitution does not expressly probibit slavery within 
| its limite. 

Also, a petition from citizens of the same place, 

| asking that slavery and the slave trade may be 

| prohibited in all the territories of the United 
|| States. 
| 





Also, a petition from citizens of the eame place, 
asking that the right of trial by jury may be se- 
cured by law to fugitive slaves arrested in any 
other State than that in which their service is 


| 


States, asking that slavery and the slave trade may || 
be abolished in the District of Columbia, or the || 
seat of Government removed therefrom; all of | 


claimed. 


[ Stare th to fugitive slaves arrested in any other | 
| 
Also, a petition from citizens of the same place, 


- Exmore, appointed by the || 
Governor of South Carolina to fill the vacancy | 


os for promoting the | 
tvolition of slavery, the relief of free negroes un- | 
age, end for improving the | 


| 
‘ 





which petitions were ordered to lie on the table. 
Also, a petition from citizens of Newport, New 


| Hampshire, asking the adoption of measures for | 


|| the adjustment of international controversies b 

'| arbitration; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
‘|| Mr. SEWARD presented a petition, signed by 
|| 592 citizens of Rochester, Monroe county, New 


| York, setting forth that they have learned with sur- | 
I 


prise and deep sorrow, that it is in the contempla- 
|| tion of Congress to pass a law by which the car- 
| rying into effect the provisions of the law of 1793, 
| for the recapture of fugitive slaves, will be ren- 
|| dered more stringent and obligatory on the free 





hope that the bill may not be passed, since such 


and nature, converting sympathy for the suffering 
into a crime, rendering the universally-acknowl- 
edged virtue of hospitality an offence against the 
State, and setting a premium upon wrong and 
inhumanity; which was read and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of New York, 
asking that slavery and the slave trade may be 


citizens of the northern States, and expressing the 
| 
| prohibited by law in all the territories of the United 


States. 
Also, petitions from citizens of the same State, 
{ 


State than that in which their service is claimed. 
|| Also, a petition of Benjamin F. Rogers and 
|| William H. Home, asking the adoption of a plan 
for the prospective abolition of slavery and the 


an enactment would be contrary to the law of God | 


asking that the right of trial by jury may be se- | 
| cured to fugitive slaves when arrested in any other 


asking that slavery and the slave trade may be 
abolished in the District of Columbia; all of which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a petition from 
citizens of Hopkins county, Kentucky, asking the 
establishment of a mail-route from Hopkinsville 
| to Greenville, in that State; which was referred to 
| 


' 


the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

Also, the memorial from the heirs of Isaac Shel- 

by, asking compensation for the services of their 

| ancestor in the war of the Revolution ; which was 

referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 


| 
Mr. CLARKE presented a petition from citi- 


! 


zens of Rhode Island, asking a reduction of the 
rates of postage; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
| Mr. YULEE presented the petition of Fernando 
A. Underwood and H. H. Crane, heirs of John 
\| Underwood, deceased, asking the confirmation of 
|| his title to certain lands in the State of Florida; 
|| which was referred to the Committee on Private 
|} Land Claims. 
'| Also, the memorial of Wm. H. Payne, in be- 
| half of himself and a company of Florida volun- 
|| teers commanded by him in the Seminole war, 
|| asking compensation for their services; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. CASS, 


Ordered, That the memorial of John A. Bryan, on the files 
of the Senate, be reierred to the Committve on Military 





i 
' 
i 


|| Affairs. 


| 


' 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetia, from the Com- 
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Se 
mittee on Commerce, to which w#s referred the 
resolution of the Senate directing that committee to | 
inquire into the expediency of printing the annual | 
report upon commerce and navigation in anticipation | 
of the annual assembling of Congress, reported a 
bill to provide for the printing of the annual reports | 
upon commerce and navigation; which was read | 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. TURNEY, from the Committee on Patents, 
to which was referred the numerous resolutions, 
memorials, &c., relating to the 








the useful arts;”’ which was read and ordered to a | 
second reading. 


Also, from the same committee, to which was || 


referred the memorial of Gilbert Cameron, in rela- 
tion to a contract, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same, and that it be 


| 


} 
| 





} 


referred to the Committee on Public Buildings; || 


which was concurred in. ft 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the 
memorial of the widow of Captain E. G. Elliot, of 
the United States army, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the same, and that 
it be referred to the Committee on Pensions; which 
was concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the memorial of Mary Morris Foot, 
widow ofa late surgeon in the United States army, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the same, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Pensions; which was concurred in. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the several petitions 
of citizens of Michigan, in relation to a road from 
Fort Wilkins, Michigan, to Green Bay, Wiscon- 
sin, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the same, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals; which was 
concurred in. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the memorial of George Dennett, for com- 
pensation for services performed while naval offi- 
cer at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, reported a 
bill for the relief of George Dennett, of Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire; which was read and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
Amelia Sophia Catherine Wetmore, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
same, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions; which was concurred in. 

CORRECTION. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I ask the indulgence of 
the Senate for a moment, for the purpose of making 
a personal explanation. In the Gaion, of this 
morning, | am represented as saying: 

« Mr. Whiteomb said that he had voted in the majority 
for the purpose of moving a reconsideration.” 

In making this explanation, | am far from attrib- 
uting any error to the reporter. I intended to 
apply the vote to the item in relation to the appro- 
priation for the Patent Office building, and I voted 
with the majority for that purpose. While I am 
up, f will state that I offered that amendment not 
with a view of interfering with any existing con- 
tract, or opposing compensation for any labor 
performed under such contract, but chied with 
the view of opposing the making of any further 
contract without the sanction of Congress. 

Mr. FOOTE. I rise to solicit the indulgence 
of the Senate while 1 also make a correction. In 
the National Intelligencer, of the 16th, I am rep- 
resented as using language which 1 did not use, 
and which is exactly the reverse of what I did say, 
in reference to an amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Iowa. It reads as follows: 

**T opposed this amendment a few days ago, and should do 
#0 again, had it not been for the satisfactory explanation of 
my friend from lowa.”? 

What ! endeavored to say was, that I had 
examined the circumstances connected with this 
amendment before it was brought forward; that I 
was perfectly satisfied that the amendment ought 
to pass, and that, after the satisfactory explanation 
which had been given by the honorable Senator 
from lowa, I deemed it my duty togive it my sup- 
port. That is what I said. I do not wish to be 





understood by the good people of Minnesota, as 


being opposed to their wishes, or in any way act- 
in 


in an unkind manner towards them. 
Vhile | am up, I will remark that it is much to 
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be regretted that the reporters have not such ac- 
commodations as will enable them to hear and 
report correctly what is said. Senators are fre- 
quently unavoidably misrepresented, and are 
obliged to get up in their places here, and correct 
these mistakes, unintentionally and unavoidably 
made, in cohsequence of the reporters not being 
located where they can hear toadvantage. I make 
these remarks with the view of quickening action 


in regard to providing better accommodation for 
tentlaws, reported || the reporters. 
a bill to amend “An act to promote the progress of || 


CUSTOM HOUSE AT MOBILE. 


Mr. KING. I rise for the purpose of offering 
a resolution that relates to the erection of a custom- 
house at Mobile, in the Stateof Alabama. Itisa 
curious fact with regard to that place, that, while 
almost every town of any magnitude in the Union 
has had large appropriations for the erection of 
buildings necessary for ti@ollection of the cus- 
toms, no amount has been appropriated to erect 
suitable buildings for that purpose in that place. 
The whole amount that has been appropriated for 
the erection of a building and the purchase of a 
lot, some twenty years ago, was $21,500. And 
with that amount they have struggled on, with a 
rickety building, which has to be propped up to 
prevent its falling down. It has, however, now 
become necessary to call the attention of Congress 
to the necessity of erecting proper buildings for 
this purpose. While | do this, I will take the 
liberty of stating that the exports from Mobile 
amount to a greater sum than in any city in this 
Union, with the exception of the cities of New York 
and New Orleans. Itis the third exporting city 
in the Union. In cotton alone we send out some 
450,000 bales. The aggregate amount of the ex- 
ports will not fall short of twenty millions. I have 
had occasion to know that the expenditure already 
made with regard to Boston, New York, and 
other places of less commercial importance than 
Mobile, exceeds millions of dollars. New York 
is a very great exporting city, and there has been 
a heavy expenditure there for the erection of a 
proper building. Charleston, in South Carolina, 
has large exports, but not equal to those of Mobile; 
and in that city they are erecting a custom-house 
at a great expense. $240,000 was appropriated 
last session for that purpose. Now, I have no 
objection to the erection of a proper custom-house 
there. It is wanted, and ought to be erected. 
The appropriation for Savannah, whose exports 
are more than a third less than those of Mobile, 
was, | believe, $95,000 for the erection of a custom- 
house, and the expenditure will be considerably 
more. At Portland, in Maine, where the exports 
are trifling compared with those of Mobile, we 
have appropriated already $149,000 for the erection 
of a custom-house, and how much more will be 
required, gentlemen living in that section of the 
Union can determine better than 1 can. 

Mr. HAMLIN. We have purchased a build- 
ing already erected. 

Mr. KING. I| merely draw the attention of 
the Senate to these facts to show that Mobile has 
been greatly neglected; and that at the present 
time such is the insecurity of the building, besides 
being very limited in its extent, that unless some- 
thing is done business cannot be carried on, and 
those engaged in attending to the business of the 
customs in that place are daily liable to have their 
brains dashed out by the falling of the building. 
I submit the resolution to the Senate, and move 
that it be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


Resolved, That the Commitiee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for the erection of a custom-house at Mobile, in the State of 
Alabama. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I wish to say 
one word in reply to what has been said by the 
Senator from Alabama. 1 do not think our legis- 
lation has been very judicious in regard to the 
erection of custom-houses. It is true that a very 
splendid and expensive building has been erected 
in Boston, not costing, as | understood the honor- 
able Senator from Alabama to say, millions of 
dollars, but about a million, or not far from that 
sum. 

Mr. KING. I did not say that the custom- 
house in Boston cost millions, but that millions 
had been expended on that and other custom- 
houses. 

Mr. DAVIS. The large expenditure grows out 
of this fact, both in relation to Boston and New 
York, and more especially in relation to New 





Orl for h Apeil 1, 
rleans; for he custom-house at N 
more than that at Boston, and that Ken 
cost more than at any other lace, for it eo 
believe, about two millions of dollars. Bat th > 
the way of these large expenditures, We “onda 
with the erection of a building, for very good Zin 
necessary purposes, by making suitable an 
| priations for the end designed. In the next omg 
we apply to an architect to furnish us with 
of the building, and next we decide upon den 
terial of which itis to be constructed; and ali a 
| points are left to be settled after the firs, at ie 
| an appropriation has been passed; and then o., 
| not till then, have you any knowledge of the — 
‘| able expense. The error consists in not laaite _ 
|| with some suitable plan of operation, so as to de 
'| termine and settle the expense. I am in favor of 
extending this accommodation to all those vb 
where there is occasion for them as speed} - 
we can do so. I would give them reasonable 
accommodation; but I have never thought jt ae 
wise to build palaces for custom-houses, I hay 
never thought that the interests of the country ¢ , 
| manded it. I believe that at Boston there - nl 


k cost 
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| 





more accommodations than are necessary, M 
friend from Alabama does not recollect that een 
| millions of dollars are annually collected at tha: 
ort—a larger sum than is collected at the port of 
ew York. They need these large accommods. 
tions for the purpose of carrying on their bysj. 
| ness, and the only objection to them is, that the 
| are rather extravagant in their character, | make 
no objection to the resolution going to the com. 
mittee. They have already had this subject under 
consideration, in regard to another place, where q 
custom-house is perhaps not more necessary than 
it is at Mobile. 
The resolution was then adopted. 
THE MAIL FROM NEW YORK TO CHAGrgEs, 
Mr. DOWNS. I offer a resolution that relates 
to a contract with the naval department of the 
Government, for carrying the mail in steamers 
from New York, by way of Charleston, Savannah, 
and New Orleans, to Chagres. It is stated by the 
Secretary of the Navy, in his admirable report, 
that the contractors have failed to comply with 
their contract in some respects, and it intimates 
that there are other difficulties in carrying out the 
contract which will prevent its fulfillment. In ad- 
dition to this information, there are serious com- 
plaints from the merchants and the people of New 
Orleans of the violation of the contract by these 
contractors. In order, however, to have authen- 
|| tic and full information on the subject before the 
| Senate at the proper time, when the general ap- 
propriation bill comes up, I offer this resolution, 
calling on the Secretary of the Navy to submit to 
the Senate such further information in relation to 
this matter as may be in his possession. As this 
| is merely a resolution of inquiry, I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to proceed to the con- 
sideration of it now. 
The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed 
report to the Senate whether the contractor for the \ew Or 
leans and Chagres line of mail steamers, who “ bound him- 
‘ self to establish a line of steamships, to consist of at least 
‘five vessels, for the transportation of the United States 
‘ mail from New York to New Orleans, twice a month and 
‘ back, touching at Charleston, (if practicable,) Savanna), 
‘ and Havana, and from Havana to Chagres and back twice 
‘a month; that two of the steamships should be complet 
‘ and ready for service on the Ist day of October, 184%, and 
‘ should be of the burden of not less than fifteen hundred 
‘tons,”? has complied with his contract; and, if not, 
| whether his failure to do so, and the litigation in which he 
| has been engaged with bis assignees, will be calculated 
embarrass and postpone the final completion of the vessels 
| contracted for, if not to endanger the ultimate fultiliment of 

the contract with the Government, and are not of such # 
nature as to authorize and require that said contract should 
be declared by the Government null and void . and whether 
the action of Congress be necessary to carry such purpose 
into effect; and to report such other information touchisg 
said contract as may be useful to Congress. 


Mr. DICKINSON. This is much more than 
| a mere resolution of inquiry. I ieee to it be 
cause it asks the Secretary of the Navy to giv 











his opinion whether Congress ought not to deciart 
the contract void. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, this resolution lies on the table one day, 
under the rules. 
LAND TITLES IN CALIFORNIA: 
Mr. FELCH submitted the following resol 
tion, which was considered’and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Recut of the Jaterior commu 


eate to the Senate the report of William Cary Jones, 
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wots pointed to examine and report 
. a = ore of land titles in California. 

me. ” NOTICE OF A BILL. 

I Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would to- 
Sis orrow, or at some subsequent day, ask leave to 
= p reduce & joint resolution in relation to the use 
nd y yater-rotted hemp in the navy of the United 
ro. Siates- 

ce, yLACK WARRIOR RIVER PLANK ROAD. 
lan Mr. CLEM ENS, in pursuance of notice, asked 





ma. ad obtained leave to introduce a bill to authorize 
ese . corporation of the city of Tuscaloosa to con- 
for a a part of the margin of the Black Warrior 
and 


lank road company; which having 
ob- = nxn Oret and second time by its title, 
ing -. CLEMENS said: Mr. President, I ask a 


de. further suspension of the rule for the purpose of 
of ting this bill upon its passage. It is a matter 
ceg rehieh concerns no one beyond the limits of Ala- 
a8 ima. Jn 1824 the Congress of the United States 
ible ranted certain lots or commons, on the margin of 
ery ye Black Warrior river, to the city of Tusca- 
on ioosa, with @ reservation that they should be held 
de for the use and benefit of the citizens, in per- 
no wity, and that the corporate authorities should 
My 0 no power to lease or sell them. A charter 
vem has been granted to a plank road company, and it 
hat is proposed to make the Warrior river at Tusca- 
tof a8 its terminus. This bill simply gives to the 
a. tity of Tuscaloosa the right to lease sufficient 
: s und to enable them to establish a warehouse 
ley nding at that point. 
ake — bill was ian considered as in Committ®e 
Ys of the Whole. [ ar 3 
Wer Mr. KING. I trust there will be no objection 
‘ne tothe passage of this bill. The margin of this 
- river belongs to the corporation of Tuscaloosa. It 
is not intended by this bill to sell, but merely to 
ase it to this plank road company, whose road 
a. will penetrate the mineral regions, coal being 
ites found above it, and iron ore in abundance. Jt is 
the necessary to go through these lots down to where 
hers the water is navigable, because, if they cannot 


nah, get a depdt there, the object of building the road 
the will be defeated. 


am Mr. UNDERWOOD. I perceive that there is 
vith TM yo limitation in the bill as to the length of time the 
‘te lease is to be granted. There ought to be some 
the 


limit—say twenty or thirty years, or make it nine 


ad- hundred and ninety-nine years, if you please, 
en which would in effect be equivalent to a perpetual 
New sale, 

hese Mr. KING. We can, | am sure, trust the 
= Town Council of Tuscaloosa not to do anything 
» the 


that will injure the interests of the United States. 
bag Ido not know how long the plank road will be 
wm, kept up; but the moment it ceases, the reservation 
-e will revert to the United States. 

ae Mr. UNDERWOOD. If there are any reser- 
this vations on behalf of the Government, of which I 
latl- Bi am perfectly ignorant, they should be stated in 
> the bill; for [ perceive that this bill proposes to 
grant an unlimited lease, which will be equiva- 


- lent toa sale in perpetuity. I therefore made the 
ed 


; suggestion, ignorant as | was of the original res- 
w Or- o. ‘ ° . 

‘him ge vation, ifany; for I thought it might be proper 
least HM 0 put some restriction upon this grant. It may 
— seem an interference on my part with the local 
aly By ncerns of this place, but I merely throw out 


wice Je M8 Suggestion, because I am ignorant of what 
pleted interest the Government of the United States has 
ae in this matter, It seems to me it would have been 
at, Me eer to hate referred the subject to some stand- 
ch he as so that it may be investigated. 

ted to here being no amendment offered, the bill was 
welt Bp “Ported back to the Senate, ordered to be en- 
sucha ge essed for a third reading, and was subsequently 
should J "ead a third time and passed. 

Nee (ae THE SELECT COMMITTEE OF THIRTEEN. 
uching The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the special order, being the motion of the Senator 
from Mississi pi, [Mr. Foore,] to refer the reso- 












than 


it be- lutions ot the Senator from Tennessee {[Mr. Bexr] 
) give And of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Cray] to 
eclare fe ® Committee of thirteen. 


The VICE PRESIDENT announced the first 
pestion. to be on the amendment of the Senator 
tom Missouri, a modification of which by Mr. 
Cuay he had accepted. 

The amendment, as originally proposed by the 
nator from Missouri, was in these words: 
cone That nothing in the motion shall be construed 


0 affirm the existence of any power in Congress over 
following points : 


being 
day, 
esol: 


pm uar 
}, male 














1. The abolition of slavery within the States. 

2. The suppression of the slave trade between the States. 

3. The abolition of slavery within the forts, arsenals, 
dock-yards, and navy-yards of the United States. 

4. The abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

The Senator from Kentucky proposed to amend 
so that it should read— 

Provided That nothing in the reference shall be so con- 
strued as to assert or imply the existence of any power 
whatever in Congress for the abolition by Congress of 
slavery within the States; nor to authorize the suppression 
by Congress of the slave trade between the States; nor that 
Congress ought to abolish slavery in the forts, arsenals, dock- 
yards and navy-yards of the United States ; nor that Congress 
ought to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia. 


Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, 1 desire to offer 
an amendment to the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Missouri. It will be recollected by 
the Senate that the Senator from Missouri pro- 
posed an amendment, when this subject was last 
before the Senate, to restrict the committee in its 
consideration of ee ae to thirteen topics, 
which are enumerated in his motion; and that lL 
afterwards moved an amendment to that amend- 
ment, which the Senator from Missouri accepted. 
Therefore, the amendment as it now stands is the 
one which | proposed to modify, and which the 
Senator from Missouri has accepted. I now wish 
to propose an amendment to the proposition as 
modified by the Senator from Missouri. 

The agendment which | now propose is to 
strike out all the propositions of the Senator from 
Missouri, after the word * provided,’’ and insert 
the following: 

“That the Senate does not deem it necessary to express 
or advance any Opinion, or to give any instructions, either 
general or specific, fur the guidance of the said committee.” 

Mr. President, | will make a single remark. 
The amendment of the Senator from Missouri, as 
it now stands, proposes to declare that Congress 
possesses no power upon certain subjects therein 
mentioned. Such a declaration on the part of the 
Senate, it seems to me, is wholly unnecessary, as 
the Senate would, by a unanimous voice, declare 
the belief that Congress has no power to abolish 
slavery in the several States, and so forth. 1 
think it, therefore, useless as it at present stands; 
and | propose this amendment, declaring that the 
Senate does not deem it necessary, in advance, to 
express any opinion or give any instructions what- 
ever to the committee. I hope the amendment 
may be adopted. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, the amend- 
ment which is called that of the Senator from 
Missouri is the amendment of the Senator from 
Kentucky himself, which was accepted by the 
Senator from Missouri on ‘Thursday last in a 
spirit of compromise. The Senator from Ken- 
tucky now proposes to amend his own amendment 
by rubbing it all out. Why, sir, | will withdraw 
it, and fall back upon my own original amend- 
ment, which | will undertake to get through, if I 
can, and | will call for the vote upon each point. 
1 withdraw that amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri having been with- 
drawn, the amendments to that amendment fall 
with it. 

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I now offer 
my own amendment— 

*¢ Provided, That nothing in this reference shall be con- 
strued to authorize the said committee to take into consid- 
eration anything tat relates .o e:ther uf the four following 
subjects : 

“1, The abolition of slavery within the States. 


«2. The suppression of the slave trade between the 
States. 


3. The abolition of slavery within the forts, arsenals, 
dock-yards, and navy yards of the United States. 

“4, The abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 

“And provided further, That said committee shall not 
take into consideration any questions relating to the subject 
of domestic slavery in the United States which shail not be 
specially referred to them by order of the Senate.”’ 

Mr. CLAY. _Mr. President, I now move m 
amendment, as just now proposed, to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Missouri. Strike out 
all after the word “provided,” and insert the fol- 
lowing: 

‘“* That the Senate does not deem it necessary to express 
in advance any opinion, or to give any instructions, either 
general or specific, for the guidance of the said committee.” 

Mr. CASS. It seems to me that the two 
amendments are in conflict. Do [ understand that 
the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky is 
to be a substitute for the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Missouri ? 

Mr. CLAY. Certainly. 

Mr. BENTON. I rise with great reluctance 
and deference to the honorable Senator from Ken- 
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tucky, who is confessedly one of the bes: skilled 
parliamentarians, and perhaps is equal in that 
respect to any in America or Europe—I say, it 
is with great deference that I would suggest that 
he is not proceeding parliamentarily, when he 
offers such a resolve as that is, and calls it an 
amendment. Ido not think it can come under 
the name, style, or description of an amendment 
atall. The object of it can be attained in a par- 
liamentary way by voting down the proposition I 
have submitted. An amendment isto improve a 
thing, to make it better; but here is a design to 
obtain a resolution from the Senate deglaring that 
they will not act upon the subject at all. Now, 
Mr. President, it is my intention, before we go 
into the question of amendments, in consequence 
of what was communicated yesterday as to the 
absence of a portion of the Senate on Monday 
next, to bring a motion before the Se@&te, which I 
communicated yesterday. Half a dozen Senators 
are to be absent by order of the Senate, and it fol- 
lows of course that no question in which the 
States they represent are interested will be taken 
up during that time. If half a dozen members of 
the Senate go away on Monday on a mission that 
must keep them away one or two weeks, it will be 
one week or two weeks—no one can tell how 
long—before anything that concerns California 
can again be taken up in the Senate. Now, we 
have three days and a half of this week to work 
in, and, during these three days and a half, it 
seems to me that what concerns California ean be 
disposed of one way or the other, and before these 
gentlemen go away that State will have a decision 
upon her application for admission. If anything 


is done which prevents a decision upon her ap- 
plication, it stands over for one or two weeks 
more, in addition to the emht weeks which have 


already elapsed since the President communicated 


his message with the constitution of California. 
It is my desire, Mr. President, after having lost 


eight weeks, to avoid the loss of two more, which 


will be a dead loss, because we ‘cannot touch the 


subject during that time, and all of us are suffi- 


ciently acquainted with what happens in parlia- 
mentary bodies, when anything is laid down for 
two weeks and gets cold. When you take it up 
again, you take it up de novo, and give us a re- 
hash of everything that has been said before, with 
the addition of as much more as has been thought 
of in the mean time. To proceed ina way which 
will not bring the Senate to a decision upon the 
admission of California this week, is to make a 
dead loss of two more weeks, to be followed by 
as many more weeks as the discussion may last. 
I feel it to be my duty, in consequence of what 
was communicated to the Senate yesterday, and 
have made up my mind accordingly, to move, be- 
fore we enter into the question of the committee, 
to take up the bill No. 169, reported by the Com- 
mittee on Territories, for the admission of the 
State of California. 1 deem it my duty to make 
that motion, upon the belief that, having had this 
subject upon our hands, in some shape or other, 
since the meeting of the Senate in December—after 
having had the question of the admission of Cali- 
fornia, in some shape, upon our minds the whole 
of that time, we shall be able, in the three or four 
remaining days of this week, to act upon it in one 
way or another, if ouraction is confined to that 
bill, and nothing else. 

Now, sir, | will read that bill, and let the Senate 
see how brief and to the point it is, and how com- 

rehensive are the points which the bill contains. 

hey are these, sir: That the State of California 
shall be and she is hereby declared to be one of 
the United States of America, on an equal footing 
with the original States in all respects whatever. 
That is the whole bill, as far as it respects the 
admission of California, and it is drawn in plain 
terms, according to the early precedents of our 
Government. The number of words is about the 
same as those used in the time of Washington, in 
the cases of Vermont, Kentucky, and Tennessee. 
Then just about the same number of terms were 
employed, and the same identical questions were 
presented. That is all that relates to the admission 
of the State. Then the second section of the bill, 
which might be here or anywhere else, provides 
that, until the representation in Congress shall be 
apportioned according to the enumeration of the 
inhabitants of the United States, the State of Cali- 
fornia shall be entitled to two representatives in 
Congress. 


PETE nals in ee 
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Sir, from thereto there is the whole bill —not 
halfa apan by my hand, which is not a large — 
either. Now, sir, it ie my opinion—and I shall 
make a motion to that effect, and ask the yeas and 
nays upon it——that if the Senate wll lay down the 
motion which is now b fore them, and postpone | 
other subjects, and proceed to the consideration of | 
this bill for the admission of California, we can 
finish it this week, while we have the benefit of the | 
presence of those gentlemen who will be absent next 








week, under the order of the Senate. We shall save | 
a great deal of time, beatdes demg what is proper || 
in itself with regard to this subject; that is, to ad- | 


mit Californta «8 a separate measure. If, on the 
eontrary, Mr. President, this mouou shall not pre- 
vail, and we go on with the motion for raising acom- 
mittee, there will be some time inevitably taken up 
hy the consideration of that motion, and after that is 
deculed, thé@ormmitice of thirteen will necessarily 
be required by the imposing gravity of their mission, 
to consider it some length of ume before they report. | 
Dre. Franklin, sir, in his wisdom—and his wisdom 
was such that it picked out whatever was wise or 
even decorous in the conduct of nations or individ- 
valye—relates an anecdote of an Indian chief, who, | 
when called upon to signa treaty of peace, considered 


it disrespectful to answer any propositions which | 


were made to him ull the next day, in order that he 


tion. On the principle of the action of this Indian 


chief, who took one night to seem to consider a | 


question which he was to decide upen, this com- | 


mittee of thirteen, acting under such impressive \| 
cireunmtances, with nothing less than the salvation || 
of the Union in its hands, will have to consider || 
many nights before they can come back and tell |, 
us they have performed the duty which the Senate || 
If they return incontinently, the || 


gave ‘them. 
Senate may suppose they had not considered it at 
all; or, what might be supposed much more ma- 
terial, that they had considered it beforehand, and 
that ut therefore was a solemn farce to go out and | 
come back with what, in the vernacular, had been | 
** cut and dried” beforehand, They must consider; | 


! 
! 


they are obliged to consider a week, perhaps two || 


or three weeks, under such grave circumstances as | 
they will be placed in. Here, then, isto beagreat | 
deal of loat time, if the proposed committe ie | 
raised. This week is gone beyond all question; | 
and the committee will need that, and perhaps all | 
the time while others may be absent, to consider. | 
Any attempt, then, Mr. Seiiinadl to go on and | 
raise a committee, | consider as a postponement of | 
the question for weeks, and then to stand the | 
chance of being brought forward incumbered with | 
questions which do not belong to it, and whieh | 
mast necessarily give rise to debate here, and pos- | 
silly a disagreement between the two Houses; | 
and this long delay may result in the loss of the | 
California bill by the disagreement between the | 
two Houses. 1 see nothing, sir, but long delay | 
and imminent danger to the California bill, by pro- | 


ceeding any further with this motion to refer to a |, 


committee. We have no need of it; we have the | 
bill here, brief, pointed, exactly in the words in 
which the bills in all such cases were introduced in 
the early part of our history. 1 shall, therefore, 


make the motion which I intended to make yester- | 


day, that when the question shall be taken up this 
day, before the pending amendment is gone into, | 


to lay the subject of raising a committee on the | 


table, for the purpose of taking up the bill No. 169, | 
for the admission of the Suite of California, and 
upon that motion T ask the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CLAY. I hope the honorable Senator from | 
Miseourt will withdraw his motion for a moment, | 

Mr. BENTON. Oh, certainly, certainly; any- | 
thing in a spirit of compromise, except the com- | 
promising of California away. 

Mr. CLAY. Wiuthrespectto the parliamentary | 
objection made by the Senator from Missouri to | 
my amendment, if he chooses to present that ob- | 
jection in form, 1 am ready to meet. The amend- | 
ment was drawn afier the fullest consideration that | 
I could give to any possible question of form that 
might arise. 

I pass that by, sir. It isa most unhappy non- 
concurrence for poor California between the hon- | 
orable Senator trom Missouri and myself. He 
wants California admitted. So dol. He regrets 
the lapse of ume before her admission can take 
place. Se do tl, But it is a lie singular that 
the honorable Senator himself—I must say it, in- 
all respect and deference—is one of the causes | 


'| which it is, even supposit 
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which prolong the admission of California into the 
| Union. Sir, | made a proposition to that Senator 
/on Friday last, | think, which | will renew to- 

day. Let this committee be appointed without 
| further opposition; which opposition, L think, 
| will be found to be wholly unavailing, and to be 
| productive of no consequence but that of an ad- 
| ditional consumption of time. Let opposition to 
| the appointment of the committee be withdrawn; 
| let the committee be raised; let the bill for the ad- 
mission of California be reported and acted upon 
in the Senate. Sir, when taken up, | have already 
intimated the purpose, which I shall not abandon, 


| to propose as an amendment to that bill provisions 


| to give territorial governments to the two new ter- 
| ritories without the Wilmot proviso. But, sir, 
_short as that bill is, not occupying more space 


| than the honorable Senator’s hand, does he sup- 


pose that bill is going to pass in the shape in 
@ the rejection of my 

proposition? He talks about early precedents. 

If he means to refer to early precedents for the 

| admission of new States, we shall violate all of 
them if California be admitted. For how were 
they admitted, from Ohio upward, but by the pas- 
save of a previous law proposing certain artucles 
of compact to the new States, which were to be 


‘| assented to by a convention of the people of the 
mizht seem, at least, to have considered the ques. | 


new States, and brought here in the M@ape of a 
| compact, binding and obligatory forever upon both 
parties? How is it with California? Why, upon 
the subject of the public domain and the rights of 
the United States in California, if the bill were 
to pass in that litte, brief space, which the hon- 
orable Senator has read and exhibited to the Sen- 
ate, the consequence wiil be the loss of the public 
domain in California. 1 know my honorable 
friend from Hbnois, who has seen this objection 
' to the bill, has turned his attention to it, and | 
| hope he will add to the valuable labors he has ren- 
| . 

| dered the country and the Senate by proposing a 
| Suitable provision to protect the mghts and in- 
| teresta of the United States in California. But if 
| California be admitted at all, she can only be ad- 
| mitted by annexing the condition to the act for her 
admission, that nothing in that act shall contra- 
| vene or impair the rights of the United States in 
the public domain. | confess that, although | 
have rather brought my mind to her admission, 
upon tiie condition of the reservation of the rights 
of the United States in California, | do not think 
it quite equal to what it would be if it were a 
solemn compact between the people of California 
and the United States before it was admitied. 

Now, sir, the honorable Senator talks of the 
delay which will ensue if the California bill be 
not now taken up and acted upon, as a com- 
mittee will in a few days depart upon a mel- 
ancholy occasion, and probably be absent about 
two weeks. He thinks we may get thyough with 
this in two or three days. Let ali epposuion to 
the appointment of the committee be withdrawn; 
let it be appointed; then we can take up the Cali- 
fornia bill and act upon it. So that, really, 1 say, 
| without any intentional disrespect towards the 
Senator from Missouri, that he is prolonging the 
| admission of California in thus continuing to op- 
pose the appointment of this committee. 

Sir, let us look at all the facts connected with 
| this matter. Suppose it were practicable to pass 
a bill for the admission of California with suitable 
| guards and protection to the public property; sup- 
| pose it were practicable to pass it this week; why, 
| then, we must turn our attention to the condition 
| of things in the other House. The passage of a 

bill through the Senate, for the admission of Cali- 
| fornia, does not admit California. it must first 
have the concurrence of the codrdinate branch of 
the National Legislature, and another codrdinate 
department of the Government. If we are to 
judge of the fature by the past, I should be ver 
happy to be perfectly assured that the other Dake 
of the Legislature will be in a condition to trans- 
act the public business two weeks hence. If they 
consume anything like the amount of time in 
electing an officer to supply the place of the la- 
mented individual who has died, as they did in 
organizing at first, it may be weeks before that 
body will even be prepared to act upon any bill. 


| 
j 
| 
| 
i 
j 





Lam willing to give California a chance without 


our consuming ume. [|i is so much waste of me, 
sir, to object to the committee. Let opposition to 
the committee cease. Leet its fate be decided. If 
the Senate decide against it, there will be an end 
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to it. But if there be a majority in favor of j 
dilatory proceedings, no parliamentary p it, no 
ings, no attempt to thwart the will of 9 ao 
of this Senate, (and | hope no such endin Orit 
be made, and I charge no one with waht will 
will, I trust, finally prevail. Let us then it,) 
work and act like men, talk less and act more” 


decide upon the question, and aft cn 


er that, take 


the bill for the admission of California. Ths up 
my view of what we should do. tis 
Mr. BENTON. I propose the point of my ob. 


jection, if there be any point in it, 
amendment. My objection to it 
resolve to govern the conduct of t 
it is an independent resolve to govern 

of the Senate. It has nothing to do sith one 
ness which is included in the motion, [tig ae 
a resolve which can be introduced and considers 
by itself—a resolve, 1 repeat, to govern the “ 

duct of the Senate in their action upon a cep - 
case. In that point of view, it seems to me = 
what is called an amendment is not ag ame i. 
ment, but an independent resolve. ” 

But the Senator from Kentucky makes a Prono. 
sition, or renews one made yesterday, and, iq Ke 
extreme good nature, supposes that all paris of jhe 
Senate are in the most amicable temper possibile 
[t is nothing more nor less than that a jury shoyij 
go out with the case, and after the jury has goue 
out with it, the counsel and advocates may pro. 
ceed to argue it. That is his proposition, ang 
whether the case is sent to a jury of twelve or 
thirteen, makes no difference. The Jury of thir. 
teen is to go out in this case. Sir, it is nothing 
more nor less than wth he ty arcoh to send a jury 
out with the case, and we have been sufficiently 
advertised of the fact that that jury is to consist of 
the distinguished and leading members of the Sen. 
ate. These distinguished and leading gentlemen 
will go out, and will deliberate upon the case, and 
while they are deliberating, why, the remainder 
thos2 perhaps who would necessarily fall into the 
category of led members—may be amusing them. 
selves—with discussing the subject and presenting 
their views; and, whenever the jury of thirteeg 
shall have made up their verdict, they will come 
in, and whoever may happen to be upon his feet 
at the moment, will have to take his seat, and will 
be cut off exactly where he stood; the delivery of 
the verdict putting an end to the whole case he is 
arguing. This is rather a new proceeding in the 
Senate of the United States, and 1 object to the 
idea of sending out a jury with a case, and leay- 
ing other Senators here to argue it. 

The Senator from Kentucky, sir, charges me 
with occasioning all the uelay in the admission of 
California. And how do I occasion it? By resist- 
ing a motion to send this question to a commutee, 
Have | nota right to do that? If I have tio right 
to do it, it is a question of order, which the Chair 
may decide; and if it is decided that I have no right, 
I will sitdown at once. But while I havea parii- 
mentary right to proceed in a certain way, all 
efforts to deter me from proceeding, by throwing 
on me the blame of obstructing business, will le 
of no avail. But this is no noveliy. We have 
great examples for throwing the blame of being 
promoters of disturbances upon those who are it 
nocent. | believe, Mr. President, there were never 
more professions made in favor of peace, there 
were never more encomiums delivered upon peace, 
nor ever greater sentiments of devotion to peace 
uttered or professed by any being upon the face of 
the earth, than were uttered by him who was the 
greatest of warriors—the great emperor. He was 
always for peace; how, then, came he to beal- 
ways in war? Because, when his armies entered 
a country, the people would resist, and that made 
war, and made him a disturber of the peace which 
he was so anxious to preserve. That is exaclly 
the way the great emperor got the name of being 
a disturber of the peace—the people would resist 
when his armies entered their country. All thet 
he asked of them was to submit; all that he 
asked was, that they should be quiet, and i 
his armies move over their country. They bw 
come for their good, and perhaps for something 
else. Yes, sir, when one of the ladies that Georg? 
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